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FROM THE EDITOR 


A Day We Will Never Forget 


July 13, 2024, was a day none of us will 
ever forget. 

On that day, at a campaign rally in But- 
ler, Pennsylvania, what many of us had 
been expecting for years finally happened: 
They tried to assassinate Donald Trump. 
In a brazen assault carried out under the 
incredulous gaze of countless rally at- 
tendees and stupefied law-enforcement of- 
ficials, an unknown 20-year-old, Thomas 
Matthew Crooks from nearby Bethel Park, 
Pennsylvania, climbed atop a nearby roof 
carrying an AR-15-style rifle. Frantic at- 
tempts to alert authorities went unheeded 
as Crooks crawled into position on the 
roof over the next several minutes and 
took careful aim at Trump, who was stand- 
ing behind an unprotected podium a little 
over 400 feet away. Even when the would- 
be assassin began firing, it took several 
seconds to dawn on everyone, including 
Trump, what was happening. In what will 
live forever in the canon of unforgettable 
live news events, millions of aghast view- 
ers saw Trump clutch at his ear as shots 
rang out and duck out of sight behind the 
podium, to be dogpiled seconds later by 
Secret Service agents. Behind him on the 
stands, chaos reigned; one man, a local 
fireman named Corey Comperatore, lay 
dead, killed as he shielded family mem- 
bers from incoming fire. 

After more anxious moments, while 
the world watched the now-empty po- 
dium, Trump suddenly got to his feet, 
blood streaming across his face, sur- 
rounded by Secret Service agents. Be- 
fore being hustled off to a waiting vehi- 
cle, he raised his fist defiantly, exhorting 
the crowd to fight on. A roar of approval 
and relief erupted from the crowd, and 
Trump was escorted away to deafening 
cries of “U-S-A! U-S-A!” 

In the hours that followed, we all 
learned more details about the attack. 
Thomas Crooks had gotten off eight shots, 
one of which had grazed Trump’s ear. One 
fortuitous photo taken a fraction of a sec- 
ond before the impact caught the incoming 
projectile on film. But for Trump turning 
his head just before the shot, the bullet 
would have struck his skull and probably 
ended his candidacy and his life. It had 
been that close. 

In hindsight, the only surprise on July 


13 was that it had taken so long for some- 
thing like this to happen. Concerns for 
Trump’s safety had been running high for 
years. His many enemies in politics, in the 
media, and in the so-called entertainment 
industry had been stoking the flames of 
hatred and violence since Trump’s first 
iconic escalator ride nearly a decade ago. 
Lurid images of Trump being stabbed and 
decapitated were proudly displayed by 
leftist hate-mongers, while Democratic 
politicians, from Biden on down, have 
made the association of Trump and MAGA 
with Hitler and Nazism almost cliché. The 
ever-incisive Babylon Bee, in a satirical 
headline, deftly encapsulated what all 
of us were thinking: “Party That Called 
Trump ‘Hitler’ For 8 Years Shocked As 
Someone Tries To Assassinate Him.” 

Indeed, the years of coordinated hate 
rhetoric emanating from the Left have 
sown the seeds of violence, as we wit- 
nessed on June 14, 2017, at a congres- 
sional baseball game, and now have seen 
again on what is already being called 
“J13.” Regardless of the motives of 
Thomas Crooks, it is already becoming 
evident that more sinister agendas might 
have been at play. For one thing, Trump’s 
security detail on J13 appears to have been 
woefully, even willfully, inadequate. The 
supposedly zealous Secret Service inex- 
plicably left the largest and most exposed 
roof in the immediate vicinity completely 
uncovered, while local law enforcement 
appeared to ignore repeated frantic at- 
tempts to call their attention to the man on 
the roof. Moreover, the assassination — 
had it succeeded — could not have come 
at a better time politically for Biden and 
beleaguered Democrats. Owing to his ob- 
vious decrepitude and the equally obvious 
coverup of his deteriorating mental state, 
Biden was under pressure from his own 
party to drop out of the race. 

But the assassin failed, and Trump ap- 
pears stronger than ever. Following the 
classical radical left playbook, they first 
tried to destroy his reputation. Then they 
tried to take his assets and liberty. Now 
they have tried to take his life. Trump 
has emerged bloodied but unbowed, and 
his MAGA patriot movement along with 
him. 

— Steve Bonta 
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Gender-confused Teen Kills Mother 


On July 7, 16-year-old Julia Egler brutally murdered her mother 
and her mother’s boyfriend in Palm Bay, Florida. Florida’s NBC 
affiliate WESH reported on July 11 that, according to the Palm 
Bay Police Department, Egler confessed to committing the crime 
after staging a break-in to her home. She had first claimed a male 
assailant had broken a sliding glass door and shot 38-year-old 
Kelley McCollom, Egler’s mother, and her 22-year-old boy- 
friend, Matthew Szejnrok. 

According to police reports, Egler eventually admitted to 
breaking in to her mother’s room and taking a .38 caliber revolver 
and ammunition. When the mother and her boyfriend returned 
home, the teen greeted them with a chilling “Welcome home” 
before unloading the revolver into the couple. She stabbed Szejn- 
rok repeatedly prior to shooting him in the head. 

Reportedly, Egler killed McCollom because she was unhappy 
that her mother was not more supportive of her gender “transi- 
tion.” She was also upset that her mother was dating a 22-year- 
old. The teen is being held in a juvenile detention facility, and 
faces two charges of first-degree premeditated murder. 

This is just the latest example of violence associated with 
transgenderism. In March 2023, “transgender” Audrey Hale went 
on a rampage at the Covenant School in Nashville, Tennessee, 
killing three children and three adults. Jason Lee Willie, who 
goes by the pseudonym “Alexia,” had planned a similar school 
shooting, although he was arrested before he could complete his 


mission. “Mia” Bailey is accused of killing his parents and shoot- 
ing at his brother and his wife in Washington City, Utah, in June. 
Maya McKinney, aka “Alec,” and 18-year-old Devon Erickson 
shot up a STEM school in Colorado, killing one and injuring 
eight. Snochia Moseley, another transgendered person, killed 
three at a Maryland warehouse in 2018. 

It shouldn’t be surprising that so many gender-confused indi- 
viduals are connected with violence. Despite trans activists’ fond- 
est hopes, the entire transgender movement is closely associated 
with mental illnesses such as bipolar depression and schizophre- 
nia. Shooting such people full of cross-gender hormones is just 
asking for trouble. 


Former Senator James Inhofe Passes Away 


AP Images 


Former Oklahoma Senator James Inhofe passed away on July 
9. The cause of death was reportedly a stroke. A strong figure in 
Oklahoma and national politics for six decades, Inhofe won his 
Senate seat in 1994 after three terms as mayor of Tulsa, and was 
reelected five times before retiring in 2023 due to poor health. 

Inhofe was a defense hawk, a strong supporter of the military, 
and a leading voice against budgetary waste in Washington, D.C., 
and served as chair of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
Even though he voted to certify Joe Biden’s election in 2021, he 
had strongly backed Donald Trump. 

According to the headlines in mainstream news coverage, 


however, Inhofe’s skepticism of man-made climate change was 
his only personality trait. The New York Times’ July 9 headline 
read, “James M. Inhofe, Senator Who Denied Climate Change, 
Dies at 89.” The Washington Post reported, “James Inhofe, Okla- 
homa Senator and Climate Change Denier, Dies at 89.” 

And according to Politico, the senator died “after a long Senate 
career marked by fight against climate science.” “Former Republi- 
can Sen. Jim Inhofe, the longest-serving U.S. senator in Oklahoma 
history and a proud critic of the overwhelming scientific consensus 
on human-caused climate change, died Tuesday,” it continued. 

Even though Inhofe’s lifetime TNA Freedom Index score was 
only 69, he did strongly oppose the notion of man-made, out-of- 
control climate change. For instance, in 2015 he famously tossed 
a snowball on the floor of the Senate, making a point about the 
absurdity of the global-warming narrative. 

H. Sterling Burnett, director of the Arthur B. Robinson Center 
on Climate and Environmental Policy at the Heartland Institute, 
said Inhofe “was a hero to climate realists globally, a staunch 
defender of sound science on climate change in the face of fierce 
opposition by those who promote climate alarm.” He claimed that 
Inhofe “did what Senators were intended by the Constitution to 
do, be stalwart defenders and promoters of their home states, by 
consistently promoting the interests, the freedoms, and economic 
advancement of Oklahomans.” 
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Baltimore Voters to Consider Paying $1,000 to New Parents 


The Baltimore Baby Bonus Fund campaign “recently secured the 
necessary 10,000 signatures” to put a city-charter amendment 
establishing a $1,000 “baby bonus” on this fall’s ballot, according 
to The Associated Press (AP) on July 8. 

The amendment would require the Baltimore City Council to 
set aside at least 0.03 percent of the assessed value of all property 
in the city each year to give to parents of newborns. The minimum 
bonus is $1,000. With about 7,000 children born in Baltimore every 
year, that comes to an annual outlay of at least $7 million. 

Baby-bonus boosters are quick to point out that the amendment 
merely sets a floor of $1,000. It requires the city to determine the 
annual bonus amount by considering “all relevant data,” such as 
“historical birth rates [and] estimated future property values.” 
Under such calculations, they expect the bonus to more than 
double after the first year. Johns Hopkins University associate 
economics Professor Christina DePasquale told AP that “the ini- 
tiative will raise awareness about childhood poverty and could 
lead to more comprehensive changes down the road.” 

Baltimore Baby Bonus Fund campaign media chair Julia Ellis 
told Baltimore’s NBC affiliate WBAL that the “$1,000 cash infu- 
sion” could “make or break ... a family who is living on the brink 
of poverty.” However, the fund employs no means test, which 
“means some of the money goes to affluent parents who don’t 


need assistance.” Nate Golden, president of the Maryland Child 
Alliance, told AP that “it’s worth including them to avoid leaving 
out the poorest families.” 

Also defending eliminating a means test, campaign manager 
Emily Yu told WBAL that “we’ve come to find that having a 
‘means test’ or testing for income eligibility is a huge administra- 
tive burden, it’s really cost inefficient, and there’s a high likeli- 
hood that we end up missing families.” DePasquale concurred, 
saying that “researching and developing a qualification system 
could add significant costs and delay implementing the program.” 

Voters will decide on the Baby Bonus Fund in November. 
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Ammunition Vending Machines Hit Rural Grocery Stores 
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Texas-based company American Rounds has introduced vending 
machines to sell ammunition in stores across three states, en- 
abling customers to purchase bullets whenever needed. The Au- 
tomated Ammo Retail Machines (AARMs) are located in grocery 
stores in small, rural communities, where access to ammunition 
retailers can be limited. 

The dispensers utilize advanced identification scanners, arti- 
ficial intelligence, and facial-recognition software to verify the 
purchaser’s age and identity. Company CEO Grant Magers told 
The Associated Press (AP) that sales through the machines are 
as secure as — “or even more secure” than — those conducted 
online or in traditional retail stores. 


The introduction of the AARMs has sparked controversy 
among gun-control advocates, according to the July 9 AP report. 
For instance, Nick Suplina of Everytown for Gun Safety told AP, 
“Tn a country awash in guns and ammo, where guns are the lead- 
ing cause of deaths for kids, we don’t need to further normalize 
the sale and promotion of these products.” 

While the American Rounds ammunition dispensers offer con- 
venience, they also necessitate a comprehensive approach to pri- 
vacy and data security. For example, the biometric data collected 
is significantly detailed, and concerns have been raised about 
how this sensitive information is stored and protected. Questions 
have also arisen about how long the data, such as facial scans and 
ID information, is retained. 

The driver’s-license scan for age verification means that per- 
sonal information including name, address, and date of birth is 
collected. Certainly, this information needs robust protection 
against unauthorized access, as there is potential for misuse or 
sharing with third parties without the user’s explicit consent. 

The machines themselves are protected from theft due to their 
weight (up to 2,000 pounds). Undoubtedly a higher priority 
should be placed on protecting the collected data through en- 
cryption, secure data storage, and regular audits, but the company 
does not address these concerns on its website. 

American Rounds has installed one AARM in Alabama, four 
in Oklahoma, and one in Texas, and plans to install additional 
machines in Texas and Colorado. Mf 
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former president and campaign rival Donald Trump as “one of our colleagues.” 


“Be careful of Political parties that warn of a threat to Democracy while they themselves arrest their politi- 
cal opponents, work with Tech companies to censor those that disagree with them, allow men in women’s 
sports & bathrooms, encourage child mutilation surgeries, fire Federal workers & nurses for not getting 
experimental gene therapies, threaten to expand the Supreme Court and eliminate the Electoral College, 
cause rampant inflation ... allow 11 million people to illegally cross the border, and push the entire World 
close to World War III.” 


“T used to think when I was a senator, there was always congestion on the highways. There’s no con- 
gestion anymore. None. We got on the highway; there’s no congestion. And so — the way they getme | 
to stop talking, they’ ll say: ‘We just shut down all the roads. Mr. President, you’re gonna lose all the 
votes if you don’t get in.’ But anyway...” 

Even major media are criticizing President Joe Biden’s confusing references made while speaking 
to American military families at the White House on July 4. During further rambling, he referred to 


“President Trump looked at the Taliban leader and said this: ‘I want to leave Afghanistan, but it’s 
going to be a conditions-based withdrawal... If you harm a hair on a single American, I’m going 


th 
x to kill you.’ [Trump] reached in his pocket, pulled out a satellite photo of the leader of the Taliban’s 
Y P ay )=hhome, and handed it to him, got up, and walked out the room.” 
\ Appearing on the Sage Steele podcast in July, Representative Wesley Hunt (R-Texas) recounted 
= 


ey his “favorite” story of former President Donald Trumps negotiations with the Taliban on his 
un 


Afghanistan withdrawal plans. 


“The whole Chevron deference doctrine ... not only allows Congress to punt to agencies to decide questions of law, stripping 
them away from the courts ... it even allows those delegations to happen when Congress says nothing — when it’s silent. 
They wanted to create this fourth branch of government with a group of experts who would ... rule over the American people 
on the theory that they have expertise that ordinary people didn’t have. And the Supreme Court wiped that away today, 6-3.” 

Jeff Clark, director of litigation for the Center for Renewing America, appeared on Real America’s Voice discussing the 
June 28 SCOTUS ruling in Loper Bright Enterprises et al. v. Raimondo, Secretary of Commerce, et al., which drastically 
curtailed federal agencies’ power. 


Actor and comedian Rob Schneider posted this message on X in July. 


“T think unfortunately a lot of the district planning, in particular, have been derailed by 15-minute-cities conspiracy theories 
— you know, World Economic Forums, etc. At the end of the day, this is about land use.” 

Speaking to media after a city council meeting, Ward Karhiio Councillor Keren Tang of Edmonton, Alberta, contradicted 
herself in one breath, both refuting so-called conspiracy theories and admitting their veracity. The city has district zoning 
plans to restrict residents from regular travel outside a 15-minute walk or ride on public transit. 
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A would-be assassin almost murdered former President 
Donald Trump. How and why did this happen? 


by R. Cort Kirkwood 


he investigation into the attempted 
T assassination of former President 

Donald Trump at a campaign rally 
in Butler, Pennsylvania, on July 13 is far 
from complete. 

At this writing, the FBI is interview- 
ing witnesses and collecting video at its 
website. Unclear is whether would-be as- 
sassin Thomas Matthew Crooks — who 
hit Trump in the ear, murdered firefighter 
Corey Comperatore, and wounded two 
others — acted alone. That is far from 
certain, given the remarkable coinciden- 
tal security lapses that offered him a clear 
shot at the former president from less than 
200 yards. 

But supposing that Crooks was a lone 
gunman — i.e., that a conspiracy of insid- 
ers did not set up Trump to be assassinated 
— only one conclusion is possible: The 
GOP presidential candidate was nearly 
assassinated by a 20-year-old kid thanks 
to a combination of bureaucratic incompe- 
tence fortified by diversity, equity, and in- 
clusion at the Secret Service, and years of 
Democrat and leftist vilification of Donald 
Trump as a Hitler, a dictator, and an “ex- 
istential threat to democracy.” And much 
of that vitriol included violent language, 
such as the words “bullet,” “bullseye,” and 
“take him out.” 

What followed the attempt was worse: 
Social media exploded with leftists who 
were sad or furious that Crooks didn’t kill 
Trump. 

Maybe Trump isn’t the threat to “de- 
mocracy,” such as it is in 2024. Maybe the 
real threat is the people who wanted — 
and want — him dead. 


Secret Service Saw 

Crooks Long Before Shooting 

Crooks fired at Trump from a rooftop 
some 150 yards away. Trump grabbed 
his ear, then Secret Service agents tack- 
led him and rushed him off the stage. 
A Secret Service countersniper killed 
Crooks with a headshot. Pandemonium 
ensued at the 50,000-attendee rally. 
Comperatore’s family went home with- 
out a husband and father. 


R. Cort Kirkwood is a longtime contributor to The 
New American. He was a newspaperman for more 


than 25 years. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 
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Hero or villain? President Joe Biden, top Democrats, and the radical Left have been vilifying 
Donald Trump for years — including calling him “Hitler” and a “threat to democracy.” Thomas 
Matthew Crooks tried to assassinate the former president on July 13. 


Perhaps the most astonishing revela- 
tion about the assassination attempt came 
from CNN a few days later. Secret Ser- 
vice agents had Crooks on their radar three 
hours before the assassination attempt. 

At about 3:00 p.m., he was at a se- 
curity gate to enter the rally. “He first 
aroused suspicion when he passed 
through the magnetometers carrying a 
rangefinder, which looks similar to a 
small pair of binoculars and is used by 
hunters and target shooters to measure 
distances when setting up a long-range 
shot, according to a senior law enforce- 
ment official briefed on the investiga- 
tion,” CNN reported. 

As well, the network reported, though 
the Secret Service lost track of him, coun- 
tersnipers had him in their sights before 
he opened fire: 


Around the same time witnesses 
alerted police that Crooks was 
crawling on the roof of the American 
Glass Research building, one of the 
four counter-sniper teams observed 
Crooks looking at their position 
through the rangefinder, according to 
the senior law enforcement official. 

“They were looking at him while 
he was looking at them,” the official 
said. 

Crooks gained access to the roof- 
top by climbing on top of the build- 
ing’s air conditioning system and 


hoisting himself up, according to a 
senior federal law enforcement offi- 
cial briefed on the investigation. 


CNN also reported that Crooks’ father had 
reported him missing and told agents he 
had gone to a shooting range. 

That lapse in security was followed by 
another. The building from which Crooks 
fired was a staging area for police. Not 
surprisingly, local cops spotted Crooks 
almost 30 minutes before he shot Trump 
and the others, Pittsburgh’s NBC affiliate 
WPXI reported. One cop photographed 
Crooks and called the sighting in. 

The station further reported: 


According to multiple sources, a law 
enforcement officer had also previ- 
ously seen Crooks on the ground and 
called him in as a suspicious person 
with a picture prior to 5:45 p.m. Our 
sources tell us an officer checked the 
grounds for Crooks at that point, but 
did not see him where the first picture 
was taken. 


Twenty-six minutes later, the station re- 
ported, Crooks opened fire. 

CBS News elaborated with more de- 
tails that show Crooks should have been 
stopped, and not just because rallygoers 
frantically told law enforcement he was 
on the roof, as myriad videos show. 

“A local law enforcement officer with 
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direct knowledge of the incident told CBS 
News three snipers — local tactical teams, 
deployed to assist the U.S. Secret Service 
— were stationed inside the building the 
shooter used in his attack,” the network 
reported: 


The operations plan had them sta- 
tioned inside the building looking out 
windows toward the rally. 

One of the local snipers inside 
spotted the gunman, Thomas Mat- 
thew Crooks, outside and looking 
up at the roof, observing the build- 
ing and disappearing, according to 
the officer. Crooks came back, sat 
down and looked at his phone. At 
that point, one of the snipers took 
a picture of him. Crooks took out a 
rangefinder and the sniper radioed 
to the command post. Crooks dis- 
appeared again and then came back 
a third time with a backpack. The 
snipers called in with information 
that he had a backpack and said he 
was walking toward the back of the 
building. 

Officers believe that Crooks might 
have used an air conditioning unit to 
get on top of the roof. By the time 
other officers came for backup, he 
had climbed on top of the building 
and was positioned above and behind 
the snipers inside the building, the of- 
ficer said. 

Two other officers who heard the 
sniper’s call tried to get onto the 
roof. State police started rushing to 
the scene, but by that time, a Secret 
Service sniper stationed in a build- 
ing behind the former president had 
already killed Crooks, firing off one 
round, according to multiple law en- 
forcement officials. 


Before those reports were published, The 
Associated Press revealed that a cop saw 
Crooks on the roof but retreated when 
Crooks aimed at him. Crooks then opened 
fire and Secret Service countersnipers 
killed him. 

Contradicting CBS and citing an un- 
named Secret Service source, NBC re- 
ported that “the local SWAT team was 
not in the building that Crooks climbed, 
and instead was in another building in the 
same business complex.” 
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Local Cops Handled 

Perimeter Security 

Another mistake was the agency’s giving 

the job of perimeter security to local cops. 
The Secret Service works with local po- 

lice on presidential visits, but in this case, 

that clearly wasn’t wise, The Washington 

Post reported: 


It is standard practice for the Secret 
Service to ask local police to secure 
the outer perimeter of public events 
involving the president and senior 
officials, and the agency frequently 
seeks to augment its teams for candi- 
dates’ events. 

But some experts on Sunday ques- 
tioned whether adding local units — 
who may not receive the same level 
of training as Secret Service agents 
— could create risks given the pro- 
file of Trump and the enmity he has 
engendered among his detractors.... 

The Secret Service had two of its 
counterassault agents on the scene 
and filled out the rest of the typical 
platoon with at least six members 
of Butler County tactical units, [Se- 
cret Service spokesman Anthony] 
Guglielmi said. Two Secret Service 
countersniper teams were on the 


scene, but two additional teams that 
had been recommended for adequate 
protection at the rally were staffed by 
local units, he said. 


As well, “in the days before the event” the 
agency knew the rooftop was a spot from 
which the president could be shot, NBC 
reported, citing two anonymous soutces. 
“The Secret Service was aware of the risks 
associated with it,” the sources said: 


“Someone should have been on the 
roof or securing the building so no 
one could get on the roof,” said one 
of the sources, a former senior Secret 
Service agent who was familiar with 
the planning. 

The Secret Service worked with 
local law enforcement to maintain 
event security, including sniper teams 
poised on rooftops to identify and 
eliminate threats ... Guglielmi said. 
But no officers were posted on the 
building used by the would-be as- 
sassin, outside the event’s security 
perimeter but only about 148 yards 
from the stage — within range of a 
semiautomatic rifle like the one the 
gunman was carrying. 

The Secret Service had designat- 


The fist pump seen ‘round the world: As former President Trump exited the stage after a bullet 
struck him in the ear, he implored the rallygoers to “Fight! Fight! Fight!” 
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ed that rooftop as being under the ju- 
risdiction of local law enforcement, 
a common practice in securing out- 
door rallies, Guglielmi said.... 

The former senior Secret Service 
agent also said that even if local law 
enforcement “did drop the ball,” 
it’s still the agency’s responsibility 
“to ensure that they are following 
through either beforehand or in the 
moment.” 

“Just because it is outside of the 
perimeter, it doesn’t take it out of 
play for a vulnerability, and you’ve 
got to mitigate it in some fashion,” 
the source added. 


Another former agent, Anthony Cangelo- 
si, who guarded 2004 Democratic presi- 
dential candidate John Kerry, told NBC he 
wants to know how Crooks got “onto that 
roof undetected.” 

He said that “mistakes were made” 
and that the attempted assassination was 
“preventable.” 

Continued NBC: 


Although it’s common to task local 
law enforcement agencies with pa- 
trolling outside an event’s security 
perimeter, Cangelosi said, the ulti- 
mate responsibility for ensuring that 
all vulnerabilities are covered rests 
with the Secret Service. 

If officials had placed an officer 
on the building where the gunman 
fired from, Cangelosi said, chances 
are he “wouldn’t even attempt what 
he attempted.” 

“You don’t surrender the discre- 
tion of what’s supposed to be done to 
the local police,” he said. “In other 
words, you guys have the outer pe- 
rimeter, but you would want to say, 
“We need an officer on that roof.’ Not 
‘that’s your responsibility; do what 
you see fit.’” 


Rallygoers Warned Cops 
Yet beyond that remarkably strange series 
of events, rallygoers warned cops about 
Crooks. A crucial witness named Greg 
spoke with the BBC at length. 

He noticed Crooks “bear-crawling” to 
the roof some 50 feet away: 


We’re pointing at the guy crawling 
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Missed opportunity: Though Secret Service countersnipers killed would-be assassin Thomas 
Matthew Crooks, no one was stationed atop the building from which Crooks fired. 


up the roof.... He had a rifle. We 
could clearly see him with a rifle, ab- 
solutely. We’re pointing at him. The 
police are down there running around 
on the ground. We’re like, “hey man, 
there’s a guy on the roof with a rifle.” 


Police didn’t seem to know what was hap- 
pening, but Greg and others continued to 
point at the man. “Right here on the roof, 
we can see him from right here. We see 
him. He’s crawling,” Greg said. 

“I’m thinking to myself ... why is 
Trump still speaking.” He continued: 


Why have they not pulled him off 
the stage? I’m standing there point- 
ing at him for you know, two or three 
minutes. Secret Service is looking 
at us from the top of the barn. I’m 
pointing at that roof.... And next 
thing you know, five shots ring out. 


Greg said he is “100 percent” certain the 
shots came from Crooks. Crooks was there 
at least three or four minutes, he said: 


We were telling the police. We were 
pointing at him for the Secret Ser- 
vice who were looking at us from 
the top of the barn. They were look- 
ing at us the whole time when we 
were standing by that tree [with] 
binoculars. 


Another witness said he told police about 
Crooks as well. 

“TI was standing there like everybody 
else, waiting for Trump. And as Trump 
started, I noticed two officers that were 
looking for something or somebody,” the 
man told CBS: 


So I was looking around myself and 
seeing a guy on top of one of the 
buildings go in between one build- 
ing to the next and went and told 
the officer that he was up there. 
And when I went back to my spot, 
I heard that people could still see 
the person from where they were 
standing. So I checked that out and 
I went back to tell the officer that 
if he came over there, he could see 
them. And when I turned my back 
is when the shots started and then 
it took me a second or two to figure 
out exactly what it was. 


Multiple videos show rallygoers pointing at 
the roof where Crooks lay in ambuscade. 


DEI at Secret Service 

Those details, of course, don’t explain 
how Crooks stationed himself just 150 
yards away from Trump on top of a build- 
ing occupied by local police. Nor do they 
explain why Crooks wasn’t stopped before 
he opened fire given that agents saw him 
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Poor excuse: Secret Service Director 
Kimberly Cheatle said no one could be 
stationed atop the building from which 
Crooks fired because of its slope. 


with a rangefinder three hours before he 
tried to assassinate Trump. 

That aside, the news reports have avoid- 
ed one glaring problem with the protective 
detail around Trump. Thanks to Secret Ser- 
vice Director Kimberly Cheatle, it included 
at least three women who clearly panicked 
and didn’t know what they were doing. 

Video showed that one woman couldn’t 
holster her gun, another danced about, 
seemingly clueless, and a third fiddled 
with her sunglasses and adjusted her coat. 

A still photo of a female agent seconds 
after the shooting showed her cowering 
behind the agent — a man — who cov- 
ered Trump. 

That raises the question of just what’s 
happening at the Secret Service, with 
women in two of the top three slots. 

One example of what’s happening is the 
female agent on Vice President Kamala Har- 
ris’ detail who attacked fellow agents at Joint 
Base Andrews. A former Dallas cop who 
sued the police department for discrimina- 
tion, the agent went berserk and even at- 
tacked her superior. Experts said a woman 
with her background should never have been 
hired, and wouldn’t have been before the age 
of DEI — diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

A petition at Change.org said the woman 
was not only nuts, but also incompetent: 


Most shocking is a report that this 
agent failed the situational judgement 
course, known as “Hogan’s Alley”, 
where agents are placed in a series of 
simulated ambush exercises and then 
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evaluated on their ability to correctly 
discern between the “bad guys vs in- 
nocent civilians” in their decisions 
to shoot or not shoot pop up targets 
during various training scenarios. At 
the time, the Special Agent in Charge 
(SAIC) of the Rowley Training Cen- 
ter was Kimberly Cheatle, before be- 
coming Director of Secret Service. 
Director Cheatle reportedly decided 
to not heed the warnings by the tacti- 
cal range instructors and instead au- 
thorized this agent’s graduation from 
training in support of filling the quota 
to support the 30x30 pledge. 


The 30X30 pledge is Cheatle’s vow to en- 
sure that 30 percent of agents are women 
by 2030. Last year, CBS revealed that the 
disgraced director permitted a female You- 
Tube influencer to train with agents. 

Said Cheatle, “I’m very conscious as I 
sit in this chair now of making sure that 
we need to attract diverse candidates and 
ensure that we are developing and giving 
opportunities to everybody in our work- 
force and particularly women.” 

No wonder a seemingly mentally dis- 
turbed woman was cleared to serve on the 
protective detail of the vice president. No 
wonder “Secret Service Barbie” — so 
dubbed in a video of her repeatedly failing to 
reholster her sidearm amid the confusion in 
Butler — was cleared to “protect” a 6-foot- 
3-inch man who weighs some 215 pounds. 

Adding to the suspicion that Cheatle 
herself is either incompetent or lied about 
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the crime was her excuse for not post- 
ing agents or local cops on the roof from 
which Crooks fired. 

“That building in particular has a sloped 
roof at its highest point,” Cheatle weakly 
explained to ABC News. “And so, you 
know, there’s a safety factor that would 
be considered there that we wouldn’t want 
to put somebody up on a sloped roof. And 
so, you know, the decision was made to 
secure the building, from inside.” 

A former Army Ranger, Sean Parnell, 
called Cheatle’s excuse “total BS” and 
accused her of “absolute incompetence” 
— as did others. 

Cheatle has mulishly refused to resign. 
She was scheduled to appear before the 
U.S. House Oversight committee on July 
22. 


Unalloyed Hate 

But Cheatle’s focus on hiring weak, in- 
competent women over highly trained 
former Marine Raiders or Army Rangers 
and her permitting local cops to handle 
presidential protection, only explain how 
Crooks nearly killed the 45th president. 

What might have inspired him is anoth- 
er question. Answer: At least eight years 
of vilification directed at Trump from top 
Democrats and the leftist, hate-Trump 
news media. 

President Joe Biden, who said political 
rhetoric had to cool after the shooting, is 
no innocent bystander on that count. 

“T have one job, and that’s to beat Don- 
ald Trump,” Biden said in a phone call to 
big donors five days before the attempt on 
Trump’s life, Politico reported: 


I’m absolutely certain I’m the best 
person to be able to do that. So, we’ re 
done talking about the debate, it’s 
time to put Trump in a bullseye. 


“We must stop him,” he wrote on X 
on July 2 over a photograph of Trump 
with the false message that “DONALD 
TRUMP VOWS TO BE A DICTATOR 
ON DAY ONE.” 

In late June, Biden delivered this mes- 
sage about Trump on X: 


Donald Trump is a genuine threat to 
this nation. 

He’s a threat to our freedom. He’s 
a threat to our democracy. He’s liter- 
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ally a threat to everything America 
stands for. 


The day before their presidential debate, 
Biden said Trump opined that “Hilter did 
a lot of good things.” 

“Let’s be clear about what’s at stake in 
2024,” he said last year. “Donald Trump 
and his MAGA Republicans are deter- 
mined to destroy American democracy.” 

Also last year, Biden’s campaign stat- 
ed that Trump “channeled his role mod- 
els as he parroted Adolf Hitler, praised 
Kim Jong Un, and quoted Vladimir Putin 
while running for president on a promise 
to rule as a dictator and threaten Ameri- 
can democracy.” 

In June, just weeks before Crooks 
attempted to assassinate Trump, the 
Democratic Party’s War Room offered 
this: “Donald ‘Dictator on “Day One’”’ 
Trump Is an Existential Threat To Our 
Democracy.” 

“He [Trump] must be stopped,” former 
U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said. 
“He cannot be President.” 

Former Missouri Democratic Senator 
Claire McCaskill said Trump is worse than 
Nazi leader Adolf Hitler and Italian fascist 
leader Benito Mussolini. 

“A lot of people have tried to draw 
similarities between Mussolini and Hit- 
ler and the use of the terminology like 
‘vermin’ and the drive that those men had 
towards autocracy and dictatorship,” Mc- 
Caskill said: 


The difference, though, I think, 
makes Donald Trump even more 
dangerous, and that is he has no phi- 
losophy he believes in. He is not try- 
ing to expand the boundaries of the 
United States of America. He’s not 
trying to overcome a neighboring 
country like Putin is in Ukraine. He 
is not going through some grandiose 
scheme of international dominance. 
All he wants is to look in the mirror 
and see a guy who’s president. 


Representative Maxine Waters, the Cali- 
fornia Democrat, promised to “take Trump 
out” and encouraged violence against his 
aides and Cabinet members. 

As for the leftist mainstream media, in 
June, the cover of the The New Repub- 
lic featured Trump caricatured as Hitler. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


AP Images 


“Today, we at The New Republic think we 
can spend this election year in one of two 
ways,” the magazine explained on X. “We 
can spend it debating whether Trump meets 
the nine or 17 points that define fascism. Or 
we can spend it saying, ‘He’s damn close 
enough, and we’d better fight.’” 

“If you were to open up a copy of Hit- 
ler’s Mein Kampf, you would find the Nazi 
leader describing the mixing of non-Ger- 
mans with Germans as poisoning,” CNN’s 
Jake Tapper said last year. “The Jew, Hit- 
ler wrote, ‘poisons the blood of others.’ 
... Donald Trump’s language mirrors this 
directly,” Tapper said in December 2023. 

Former Republican Joe Scarborough, 
host of the eponymous Morning Joe gab- 
fest on MSNBC, accused Trump of going 
“full-on Hitler.” 

And that rhetoric is nothing new. It goes 
back to 2015. 

To cite just one example, Rick Wilson, 
a founder of the hate-Trump Lincoln Proj- 
ect scam, whose key players covered up a 
boy-grooming scandal, was clear in 2015: 
“They’re still going to have to go out and 
put a bullet in Donald Trump.” 

As for celebrities, they are open about 
their desire to kill the 45th president. 

After the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
a president’s official acts are immune from 
prosecution, the leftist media immediately 
began pushing the narrative that Biden 
could order Trump’s assassination and get 
away with it. 


Hollywood lunatics joined in. “Joe, 
you’re a reasonable man,” said lesbian 
“actress” Lea DeLaria: 


You don’t want to do this. But here’s 
the reality: This is a f***ing war. 
This is a war now, and we are fight- 
ing for our f***ng country. And 
these a****les are going to take it 
away. They’re going to take it away. 
Thank you, [Supreme Court Justice] 
Clarence “Uncle” Thomas. Joe, you 
now have the right to take that b***h 
Trump out. Take him out, Joe. If he 
was Hitler, and this was 1940, would 
you take him out? Well, he is Hitler. 
And this is 1940. Take him the f**k 
out! Blow him up, or they’ll blow us 
up. Facts. 


Years ago, “comedienne” Kathy Griffin 
famously posted a photo of herself holding 
what was supposed to be Trump’s decapi- 
tated head, while actor Johnny Depp and 
has-been singer Madonna both fantasized 
publicly about murdering Trump. 

“When was the last time an actor as- 
sassinated a president?” Depp asked, re- 
ferring to John Wilkes Booth, President 
Abraham Lincoln’s assassin. 

“Yes, I thought an awful lot about blow- 
ing up the White House,” Madonna said. 

And that’s only a tiny sampling of what 
leftists and Democrats said and say about 
Trump. 


Secret Service Barbies: The women who were in ‘ } 
former President Trump’s protective detail were 
clearly rattled and panicked. 
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Dangerous rhetoric: Days before former President Trump was nearly assassinated, President 


Biden said “it’s time to put Trump in a bullseye.” 


Post-assassination Hate 

Leftists did not hide their glee that Crooks 
nearly succeeded. Social media exploded 
with commentary from top Democrats, 
university professors, and nobody leftists 
who expressed their anger and frustration. 

One of the most prominent Democrats 
was Jacqueline Marsaw, an aide to Missis- 
sippi1 Representative and 1970s insurrec- 
tionist Bennie Thompson. “TI don’t condone 
violence, but please get some shooting les- 
sons so you don’t miss next time oops that 
wasn’t me talking,” she wrote. 

Thompson, who led an effort to pull 
Trump’s Secret Service protection, fired her. 

The Libs of TikTok X feed collected a 
barrelful of hate that ended in the firing 
or suspension of many teachers and health 
professionals. 

“A for effort,” wrote crackpot Democrat 
Jess Branas, a former aide to Pennsylvania 
House member Heather Boyd. Boyd fired 
her, but she remains a councilwoman in 
Upper Darby. 

Colorado state Representative Steven 
Woodrow deleted his account after writ- 
ing this: “The last thing we needed was 
sympathy for the devil but here we are.” 

Still employed by New York City 
Mayor Eric Adams, apparently, is Tyler 
Barbieri. “Too bad he missed,” he wrote. 
Barbieri received a two-week suspension 
without pay. 

“Missed him by that much,” wrote Ken- 
neth Gucker with a meme from Get Smart, 


16 


the 1960s spy spoof. Gucker is a Demo- 
cratic candidate for the Connecticut House 
of Representatives. 

Biology professor Shoshanah Jacobs 
“teaches” at the University of Guelph in 
Canada. 

“When 4 inches really matters,” she 
wrote over a photo of the assassination at- 
tempt. She also ridiculed Comperatore, the 
firefighter who died while protecting his 
wife and daughter. 

Another deranged pedagogue, John James 
of the Catholic Bellarmine University, wrote 
this: “IF YOU’RE GONNA SHOOT, MAN, 
DON’T MISS.” He too was suspended from 
his job. 

“Too bad it didn’t hit him square” wrote 
Tony Bendele, a firefighter in Sunbury, 
Pennsylvania. 

Bendele did the right thing and resigned. 

Unknown social-media leftists were 
just as nasty: 


“Just got out of the movies and for a 
split second I thought Donald Trump 
had been assassinated and I thought 
to myself this is 
the best fF***** 
day of my life. 
And then he 
wasn’t. So it’s 
the worst day of 
my life.” 

“T think we 
forgot to men- 
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tion when we were asking for, you 
know, someone to bring back assas- 
sinating presidents like they used to. 
We forgot to mention that they have 
to have good aim.” 

“You literally had one job. One 
f***ing job. A job that lots other peo- 
ple wish they could have. And you 
had it and you missed. How the f**k 
did you miss? Not only did you miss, 
you didn’t even graze him. You didn’t 
even pinch the b**ch.... I hope your 
parents are truly disappointed in you.” 


“RIP Thomas Crooks,” Cyberclops wrote 
on X. “Rot in hell Donald Trump.” 

Professional “anti-racist” and Trump 
hater Tim Wise thinks the assassination 
was staged. 

“That fist pump sh*t after Trump was 
‘shot’ is too perfect” Wise wrote. “No way 
someone thinks to do that after an assas- 
sination attempt. It’s what a MAGA script 
writer would write though.” 

Wise’s words of wisdom appeared ver- 
batim elsewhere. 

Days after the assassination attempt, the 
violent rhetoric continued. Former Biden 
aide Kate Bedingfield, now spewing her 
hate on CNN, said Democrats must “turn 
their fire on Donald Trump.” 

In response to those Democrats who 
said the attempt on Trump’s life was an 
awful thing and that political violence is 
unacceptable, writer Glenn Greenwald an- 
swered with a good question. 

“T still don’t understand the response of 
Dem officials and liberal pundits,” he wrote: 


If Trump is Hitler, who will build 
concentration camps for his critics 
and never permit another US election 
— all of which they claim — why 
would they lament this attack and 
pray for his recovery? 


Good question. But a better one, again, is 
why Crooks wasn’t stopped. 
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BEHIND “DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE” 
FOR GLOBAL €O 
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Global elites are rushing forward with technologies that will give them a level of 
control over humanity that would have been unimaginable even a decade ago. 


by Alex Newman 


ozens of national governments 
D are joining with the United Na- 

tions and billionaire population- 
control fanatic Bill Gates on a global 
program to impose “digital public infra- 
structure” (DPI) on their citizens within 
five years. This DPI includes central bank 
digital currencies (CBDCs), digital iden- 
tification, comprehensive data systems, 
and more, all functional across national 
borders. 

The new scheme, unveiled late last year 
and moving ahead rapidly, is known as 
“50-in-5” because 50 governments expect 
to have the Orwellian digital infrastructure 
of tyranny in place within five years. Al- 
most a dozen governments, including nu- 
merous corrupt kleptocracies and socialist 
regimes, have volunteered their popula- 
tions to serve as “First Mover” countries 
so far. 

However, the UN’s assumption is that 
every government will eventually im- 
pose this on every person on Earth. This 
is clearly expressed throughout its an- 
nouncements. “All countries, regardless of 
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income level, geography, or where they are 
in their digital transformation journey, can 
benefit from being a part of 50-in-5,” the 
UN agency behind the scheme declared. 
“Joining the campaign helps ensure coun- 
tries don’t have to tackle DPI implementa- 
tion alone or start from scratch.” 

Led by the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP), the new digital infrastructure is 
being framed as a tool to accelerate the im- 
position of the UN’s highly controversial 
2030 Agenda “Sustainable Development 
Goals,” referred to in 2015 by key UN lead- 
ers as the “Master Plan for Humanity.” The 
SDGs, as they are known, call for global 
wealth redistribution and drastically more 
government power over people’s lives at all 
levels. The mass-murdering regime ruling 
China boasted of playing a “crucial role” in 
developing the plan. 

Gates, who had a troubling relationship 
with convicted child sex trafficker Jeffrey 
Epstein, celebrated the role of DPI tech- 
nologies in imposing the UN SDGs on hu- 
manity. “The G20 reached a groundbreak- 
ing consensus on the role of digital public 
infrastructure as a critical accelerator of 
the Sustainable Development Goals,” he 
said on X. “I’m optimistic about the po- 
tential of DPI to support a safer, healthier, 
and more just world.” 


The whole program is being guided by 
the UN and elites including Gates and oth- 
ers such as the Rockefellers, longtime fi- 
nanciers of globalism, eugenics, and pop- 
ulation-control schemes. Multiple front 
groups steered by such “controligarchs” 
were created for the purpose. But U.S. and 
European taxpayers are being conscripted 
to foot much of the bill via UN agencies 
and international “development” banks. 

If not stopped, critics say, the new suite 
of “digital public goods” and “infrastruc- 
ture” will create a technological panop- 
ticon allowing for total surveillance and 
control of all people everywhere. Indeed, 
as the 2030 Agenda makes clear, “no one 
will be left behind.” Once in full swing, 
literally every transaction will be tracked, 
monitored, and controlled. 

UN bureaucrats put a happy face on 
the program. “For UNDP, a DPI approach 
that combines people-centric governance 
is critical to ensure that this new infra- 
structure can accelerate the [2030 Agenda] 
SDGs,” argued Keyzom Ngodup Mas- 
sally, head of digital programs at UNDP. 
“This country-led 50-in-5 campaign is a 
core part of how UNDP continues to sup- 
port meaningful global digital cooperation 
and strengthens local ecosystems to design 
and implement rights-based DPI.” 
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Already, virtually all national govern- 
ments and central banks around the world 
are working on central bank digital cur- 
rencies, according to the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements in Switzerland, which is 
helping to guide and coordinate the rolling 
out of such currencies worldwide. As cash 
is sidelined and then disappears, CBDCs 
will create a permanent record of all trans- 
actions. 

Perhaps even more troubling, the digi- 
tal currencies will also be programmable, 
leading experts and officials say. That will 
allow governments an unprecedented de- 
gree of control over the economy and in- 
dividual decisions of consumers. In fact, 
the Biden White House has even called 
for CBDCs to advance “racial equity” 
and “environmental priorities.” Leading 
luminaries have called for them to track 
individual carbon footprints, too. 

Along with CBDCs, governments 
around the world are rolling out digital 
IDs to go with them. Australian lawmak- 
ers voted to approve such a system this 
summer. Multiple American state gov- 
ernments, including some controlled en- 
tirely by Republicans, are pursuing similar 
schemes. And various organizations asso- 


ciated with Gates, the Rockefeller dynasty, 
and the UN have been promoting such IDs 
for years, including through groups such 
as ID2020. 

Ultimately, the digital IDs and CBDCs 
will become inseparable. The Financial 
Times (FT) discussed the relationship 
between all the different components of 
the digital infrastructure system in a 2021 
piece headlined “Why CBDCs Will Likely 
Be ID-based.” It reveals how CBDCs and 
digital IDs can (and will) be used together 
to ultimately control people. 

“What CBDC research and experimen- 
tation appears to be showing is that it will 
be nigh on impossible to issue such cur- 
rencies outside of a comprehensive na- 
tional digital ID management system,” 
wrote FT’s Izabella Kaminska. “Mean- 
ing: CBDCs will likely be tied to per- 
sonal accounts that include personal data, 
credit history and other forms of relevant 
information.” 

Eventually, healthcare will become in- 
tertwined with all of it, as World Health 
Organization (WHO) boss (and former 
ethno-Marxist terrorist leader) Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus explained. “The 
COVID19 pandemic highlighted the value 


Bill Gates of Hell: The totalitarian billionaire is one of the leading financiers and promoters of 
“digital public infrastructure,” as well as Common Core, climate change, and Covid injections. 
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of digital health solutions in facilitating 
access to health services,” he declared 
before touting Covid “vaccine passports” 
imposed by the European Union. The 
WHO is now using the EU’s system to de- 
sign a similar regime for all of humanity. 

Top globalists have hinted at where this 
is all going. “The trick is to build public 
digital infrastructure, that is interoperable, 
open to all and trusted. Let me give you 
one example that is reality today,” said 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen at the G20 summit in Sep- 
tember. “Many of you are familiar with 
the COVID-19 digital certificate. The EU 
developed it for itself. The model was so 
functional and so trusted that 51 countries 
on 4 continents adopted it for free.” 

A social-credit score whereby each indi- 
vidual receives a rank based on his or her 
compliance with technocrats’ demands is 
essentially inevitable under this regime as 
well, critics say. “Advocates are adamant 
that DPI is essential for participation in 
markets and society — just like we saw 
with vaccine passports — only on a much 
broader scope,” explained The Sociable 
editor Tim Hinchliffe, one of the first to 
sound the alarm. 

The potential for control, he continued, 
is almost endless. “If successful, DPI will 
give governments and corporations the 
power to implement systems of social 
credit that can determine where and how 
you can travel, what you are allowed to 
consume, and how you will be able to 
transact with your programmable money,” 
he added. 

Of course, this sort of system already 
exists in Communist China, something 
The New American has been warning 
about for almost a decade. The Chinese 
Communist Party serves as a “role model,” 
according to World Economic Forum boss 
and Great Reset frontman Klaus Schwab 
and countless other globalists. It is only 
a matter of time before such a regime is 
eventually unveiled in the West if there is 
not massive opposition. 

Tracking children is at the top of the 
priority list, according to the WEF, as the 
data gathered is used to make decisions 
for people. “Fundamentally, a digital pub- 
lic infrastructure is about enabling data to 
flow seamlessly across sectors and sys- 
tems, thereby enabling data-driven deci- 
sion-making and policies,” the globalist 
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It always feels like somebody’s watchin’: Communist China’s regime, a model for global 


technocrats, has a system of total surveillance and social-credit scores. 


organization says in a piece about tracking 
children with DPI. 

Digital public infrastructure will also 
fuel increasing restrictions on everyday 
life, including on movement amid the 
emergence of 15-minute cities. It will be 
used to impose all sorts of mandates, in- 
cluding “lockdown” policies under pre- 
texts ranging from alleged “public health” 
emergencies to supposed man-made “cli- 
mate change,” opponents are warning, 
citing statements by the peddlers of these 
systems. 

But it gets weirder. At the end of what 
Schwab describes as the “Fourth Indus- 
trial Revolution,” there will be a “fusion 
of our digital, our physical, and our bio- 
logical identities,” the German technocrat 
has said on multiple occasions. The full 
implications of that vision have not been 
worked out, but Schwab himself frequent- 
ly promotes implanting microchips inside 
human brains, among other transhumanist 
schemes. 

The 50-in-5 campaign for DPI official- 
ly launched late last year in New York. 
It aims to “radically shorten” the length 
of time that it would take to digitize ev- 
erything from identification to currency. 
That will happen through collaboration 
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between the UN and governments as they 
share technology to eventually create an 
interoperable system in at least 50 coun- 
tries by 2028. The whole world is expect- 
ed to follow suit. 

In addition to the UNDP, the Gates 
Foundation, and the governments that 
have already signed up, a wide array of 
AstroTurf groups and UN agencies is 
also involved — many of them funded by 
governments as well as profiteers such as 
Gates and his technocratic allies. These 
include UNICEF, the Inter-American De- 
velopment Bank, the Centre for Digital 
Public Infrastructure, and the Digital Pub- 
lic Goods Alliance. 

The first governments to jump on the 
bandwagon — most with promises of 
“free” money extracted from Western 
taxpayers — include Bangladesh, Ethio- 
pia, Guatemala, Moldova, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Sri Lanka, and Togo. A handful of 
wealthier governments, including those 
in Norway and Singapore, have also 
signed on. 

“These countries serve as beacons of 
progress and inspiration for countries to 
build their own digital foundations and 
improve their economies and the well- 
being of people,” claimed the UNDP in a 
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press release announcing the first 11 gov- 
ernments to participate in imposing these 
digital surveillance and control tools on 
their populations. 

By bringing 50 governments into the 
program, the UN is hoping each one 
can focus on one area or element of the 
DPI scheme. Then, each government 
will share what it has learned with other 
governments, so the digital surveillance 
and control architecture can be imposed 
faster and in a way that transcends na- 
tional borders. 

Sierra Leonean Minister of Communi- 
cation, Technology, and Innovation Sa- 
lima Monorma Bah called on all govern- 
ments to sign on. “Sierra Leone is excited 
to be part of 50-in-5 and urges everyone 
else to join the campaign — the next five 
years are the window of opportunity to 
speed up safe and inclusive DPI imple- 
mentation together and thereby accelerate 
positive outcomes for people globally,” 
she said. 

Even as totalitarian technocrats rush 
ahead with these technologies, opposition 
is growing. In Florida, for example, a new 
law has officially banned CBDCs. Numer- 
ous other states are pursuing similar mea- 
sures. After the devastating lies and tyranny 
that underpinned the Covid “pandemic” 
were exposed, billions of people around the 
world are unlikely to ever have their trust in 
institutions restored, with most Americans 
now saying the media is an “enemy.” 

When combined with artificial intel- 
ligence, the data produced by this digital 
panopticon will give power-hungry gov- 
ernments and megalomaniacs unprece- 
dented information on every person on the 
planet. With all of this will come a level of 
control over human life that would have 
been unimaginable even a decade ago. It 
will be total surveillance — literally. And 
it will facilitate tyranny and social engi- 
neering on a scale never before seen in 
history. 

If left to their own devices, the UN and 
the out-of-control billionaires behind these 
schemes, such as Gates and the Rockefel- 
lers, will shred privacy and liberty on the 
road to a dystopian world order. It is time 
for Congress to rein in this dangerous 
crazy train by defunding and then exiting 
the UN as quickly as possible. State gov- 
ernments must do more to protest and re- 
sist, too. Liberty is literally on the line. 
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RELIGION 


EXCOMMUNICATION 
OF A WHISTLEBLOWER 


The excommunication of Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano on July 5 was 
intended to send a signal, but it is not yet clear what the ultimate impact of it will be. 


; 


Shooting the whistleblower: The Vatican announced on July 5 the official excommunication of 
Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano (above) for “the crime of schism.” A former top Vatican official 
and papal nuncio to the United States, Vigano has exposed financial and sexual crimes of leading 
members of the Church hierarchy. 


by William F. Jasper 


ishment of Archbishop Carlo Maria 

Vigano will rid him of a troublesome 
thorn in his side, he is likely to be disap- 
pointed. The former papal nuncio to the 
United States and former top investiga- 
tor who exposed financial malfeasance at 
the Vatican Bank and clergy sexual-abuse 
cases is giving no sign of letting up with his 
scathing attacks against Pope Francis and 
other leading Church officials. Many Cath- 
olics who have supported the archbishop’s 
charges against heresy, heterodoxy, and 
corruption in the Church may not be will- 
ing (yet) to follow his lead in challenging 
Francis’ papal legitimacy. But Rome’s de- 
ployment of the excommunication decree 


I f Pope Francis expects that his ban- 
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against the orthodox Vigano undoubtedly 
will cause many faithful Catholics to ques- 
tion why Rome is simultaneously coddling 
and promoting notorious sex perverts and 
heretical clerics. It looks like more cov- 
erup. It looks like shooting the messenger. 
It looks like killing the whistleblower. All 
in all, it’s a bad look for the Francis pon- 
tificate, which incessantly proclaims its 
commitment to “transparency and account- 
ability” and insists it will enforce a “zero 
tolerance” policy against sexual abuse. 

On July 5, the Holy See Press Office 
issued a press release from the Dicast- 
ery for the Doctrine of the Faith (DDF) 
concerning the case of Vigano, whom the 
DDF accused of “the crime of schism.” As 
expected, the press release announced that 
the DDF had concluded its “extrajudicial 
penal process” and declared the archbish- 
op to be excommunicated from the Catho- 
lic Church. 


The DDF, the Church’s supreme doc- 
trinal office, had summoned Archbishop 
Vigano to Rome in a decree emailed to 
the prelate on June 11. He was directed 
to appear in person for judgment on June 
20, or to submit a defense in writing by 
June 28. As we reported in an online arti- 
cle on June 26, the archbishop announced 
that he had not honored the summons for 
the 20th and would not be submitting a 
written defense on the 28th. “I have not 
delivered any statement or document in 
my defense to the Dicastery, whose au- 
thority I do not recognize, nor do I rec- 
ognize the authority of its Prefect, nor do 
I recognize the authority of the one who 
appointed him,” Vigano said, referring to 
radical Cardinal Victor Manuel Fernan- 
dez (aka “the kissing cardinal”) and Pope 
Francis. 

The July 5 DDF press release states: 


On 4 July 2024, the Congress of the 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the 
Faith met to conclude the extraju- 
dicial penal process referred to in 
canon 1720 CIC against the Most 
Reverend Carlo Maria Vigano, titular 
Archbishop of Ulpiana, accused of 
the reserved delict of schism (canons 
751 and 1364 CIC; art. 2 SST). 

His public statements manifesting 
his refusal to recognize and submit 
to the Supreme Pontiff, his rejection 
of communion with the members of 
the Church subject to him, and of the 
legitimacy and magisterial authority 
of the Second Vatican Council are 
well known. 


The Vatican announcement continues: 


At the conclusion of the penal proc- 
ess, the Most Reverend Carlo Maria 
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: 


Double standard? Pope Francis has shown harshness in dealing with cardinals, bishops, 
priests, and lay people who hold to the traditional Catholic faith, while tolerating, supporting, and 
promoting clerics who endorse abortion, LGBTQ immorality, radical heterodoxy, and heresy. 


Vigano was found guilty of the re- 
served delict of schism. 

The Dicastery declared the latae 
sententiae [i.e., automatic] excom- 
munication in accordance with canon 
1364 § 1 CIC. 


The “Listening” 

“Accompanying” Church? 

The Vatican press release announcing the 
excommunication of Archbishop Vigano 
came just four days before the same office 
issued the Vatican’s official Instrumentum 
Laboris (working document) for Pope 
Francis’ ongoing “Synod on Synodal- 
ity,” the controversial, multiyear process 
intended to change radically the doctrine, 
discipline, governance, and liturgical 
worship of the Church. Begun in 2021, 
the first session of the synod concluded 
in Rome in October 2023 with the issu- 
ance of a “Synthesis Report,” which critics 


derided as a “Sin Thesis Report,” since it 
pointed toward continued efforts at pro- 
moting sin by overturning Catholic teach- 
ing on divorce, polygamy, LGBTQ issues, 
female deacons, married priests, church 
governance, and more. Cardinal Gerhard 
Ludwig Miiller, the former doctrinal chief 
of the Church, charged that the globalist 
agenda of Pope Francis and the Synod on 
Synodality amounted to “a hostile take- 
over of the Church of Jesus Christ.” 

This “Synod of Bishops,” many critics 
pointed out, defied the very definition of 
a synod by appointing many non-bishops 
as voting participants, including lay men 
and women and college students. Mere 
weeks after the conclusion of the synod, 
the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith 
launched a global brouhaha by issuing 
Fiducia Supplicans on the blessing of 
same-sex couples. Released on Decem- 
ber 18, only a week before Christmas, the 


“It is no coincidence,” says Vigano, “that the accusation 
against me concerns the questioning of the legitimacy of 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio [Pope Francis] and the rejection of 
Vatican Il: the Council represents the ideological, theological, 
moral, and liturgical cancer of which the Bergoglian ‘synodal 
church’ is the necessary metastasis.” 
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celebration of the Nativity of the Christ 
Child, the papal document authored by 
Cardinal Fernandez was welcomed with 
howls of glee from the LGBTQ chorus, 
but was roundly condemned as hereti- 
cal, blasphemous, sacrilegious, scandal- 
ous, and diabolical by orthodox Catholic 
priests, bishops, cardinals, and bishops’ 
conferences worldwide. 

The scandal was magnified by revela- 
tions that Fernandez, an Argentine protégé 
of Pope Francis, was elevated by the pope 
to the DDF post previously held by Car- 
dinal Miiller despite being the author of 
two erotic/pornographic books and hav- 
ing a checkered past as priest and bishop. 
According to Miiller, Pope Francis and 
the DDF are aware of a massive file on 
Fernandez that should have nixed any pro- 
motions for him, let alone promotion to 
the top Vatican slot for doctrine and disci- 
pline. Organizations representing victims 
of clerical sexual abuse were quick to 
denounce the Fernandez appointment and 
accuse him of a long history of protecting 
predatory homosexual priests and ignor- 
ing their victims. 

Thus, it was especially galling to many 
of the faithful to see Pope Francis, Cardi- 
nal Fernandez, and the DDF exercise the 
relatively rare act of excommunication for 
“schism” in the case of Archbishop Vigano 
while turning a blind eye to the schism, 
heresy, apostasy, blasphemy, sacrilege, 
and criminal sexual abuse of the clerical 
acolytes of “Francis the Merciful.” 

The notorious cases of sexual abuse 
covered over by Pope Francis, such as 
those of ex-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick 
and Father Marko Rupnik, are but the tip 
of the iceberg. There is also the scandal- 
ous failure by the Vatican to discipline or 
excommunicate the rebellious bishops and 
priests of Germany, Belgium, the United 
States, and elsewhere who announced that 
they would bless same-sex couples in bla- 
tant defiance of biblical injunctions, the 
perennial teaching of the Catholic Church, 
and a ruling by the DDF. Rather than hold- 
ing fast to eternal truths, Team Francis/ 
Fernandez catered to the militant LGBTQ 
lobby by promulgating the abominable Fi- 
ducia Supplicans declaration to condone 
blessing same-sex couples. 

“It is no coincidence,” says Vigano, 
“that the accusation against me concerns 
the questioning of the legitimacy of Jorge 
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Mario Bergoglio [Pope Francis] and the 
rejection of Vatican II: the Council repre- 
sents the ideological, theological, moral, 
and liturgical cancer of which the Ber- 
goglian ‘synodal church’ is the necessary 
metastasis.” 


Agenda 2030 

and the “Davos Religion” 

Moreover, Vigano accuses Pope Francis 
and his Vatican hierarchy of gross corrup- 
tion and subversion of the Catholic faith 
in concert with the globalists of the United 
Nations and the World Economic Forum. 
He charges: 


It is necessary for the Episcopate, 
the Clergy and the People of God to 
seriously ask themselves whether it 
is consistent with the profession of 
the Catholic Faith to passively wit- 
ness the systematic destruction of the 
Church by its leaders, just as other 
subversives are destroying civil so- 
ciety. Globalism calls for ethnic sub- 
stitution: Bergoglio promotes uncon- 
trolled immigration and calls for the 
integration of cultures and religions. 
Globalism supports LGBTQ+ ideol- 
ogy: Bergoglio authorizes the bless- 
ing of same-sex couples and imposes 


Gerhard 
Ludwig Miiller 


on the faithful the acceptance of ho- 
mosexualism, while covering up the 
scandals of his protégés and promot- 
ing them to the highest positions of 
responsibility. Globalism imposes the 
green agenda: Bergoglio worships 
the idol of the Pachamama, writes de- 
lirious encyclicals about the environ- 
ment, supports the Agenda 2030, and 
attacks those who question the theory 
of man-made global warming. He 
goes beyond his role in matters that 
strictly pertain to science, but always 
and only in one direction: a direction 
that is diametrically opposed to what 
the Church has always taught. 


These themes, particularly concerning 
the machinations of globalist elites, “The 
Great Reset” of the World Economic 
Forum, and Agenda 2030 of the United 
Nations, have featured prominently in 
video messages produced by the arch- 
bishop over the past several years. 


Origins of the Vigano “Threat” 

The Vatican’s current move against Arch- 
bishop Vigano has been brewing since at 
least August 22, 2018, when he released 
his blistering 11-page “Testimony” accus- 
ing Pope Francis and his inner circle of 
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“Hostile takeover”: Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Miller, former head of the Holy Office, has charged 
that the globalist agenda of Pope Francis and the Synod on Synodality amount to “a hostile 


takeover of the Church of Jesus Christ.” 
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prominent clerics of knowingly and will- 
fully promoting active homosexuals in the 
Church hierarchy and engaging in a mas- 
sive “conspiracy of silence” to cover up 
their crimes and discredit their victims. 
Of central concern in his “Testimony” 
was Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, for- 
mer archbishop of Washington, D.C.; pre- 
eminent church power broker; and pal of 
Francis. Cardinal “Uncle Ted” McCarrick 
was credibly accused of sexual abuse of an 
altar boy and seminarians. Although Mc- 
Carrick’s homosexual activities had been 
publicly known for many years, Archbish- 
op Vigano was instrumental in making the 
cardinal’s notorious record formally pub- 
lic and forcing McCarrick’s “retirement.” 

In 2011 Pope Benedict appointed Vi- 
gano as apostolic nuncio (in effect, ambas- 
sador) to the United States, with one of his 
duties being to investigate clerical sexual- 
abuse cases. By that time, due to his previ- 
ous post as secretary general of the Vatican 
City governorate (considered the number- 
three position below the pope), Vigano 
was already aware of the seriousness of 
the sexual-abuse crisis in general, and of 
Cardinal McCarrick in particular. 

As a result of Vigano’s reports, Pope 
Benedict placed sanctions on McCarrick, 
ordering him to move out of the seminary 
where he had been living, restricting his 
travel, and prohibiting him from celebrat- 
ing sacraments publicly or making other 
public appearances. 

Pope Francis, despite his repeated 
avowals of “zero tolerance” for clerical 
sex offenders, has racked up a deplorable 
record. In addition to letting McCarrick 
out of the dog house to travel freely, he 
actually made the predatory pervert his 
emissary to China, where he negotiated a 
secret agreement with the Chinese Com- 
munist Party, which Hong Kong’s heroic 
Cardinal Joseph Zen called a betrayal of 
China’s persecuted Catholics. Finally, 
after McCarrick’s flagrant homosexual 
activity became a major PR problem, 
Pope Francis laicized him, a move that 
many critics see as a coverup to spare 
McCarrick from a canonical trial that 
might expose the pope and many high- 
level church officials as being complicit 
in the cardinal’s crimes. 

However, McCarrick (now an ex-car- 
dinal, the first to be forced to resign over 
homosexual charges) is but the tip of a 
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While Archbishop Vigano is dismissed by defenders of Pope 
Francis as a crackpot conspiracy theorist, the many alarming 
charges he has laid at the feet of the current pontiff are 

increasingly recognized by Catholics and non-Catholics alike 


as factually true. 


Blessing sin: Pope Francis’ Fiducia Supplicans, allowing blessings of same-sex couples, has 
been denounced by Catholic theologians, cardinals, and bishops as blasphemous and heretical, 
and as paving the way for blessing sodomitical “marriages” and civil unions. 


very large iceberg. In his August 22, 2018 
“Testimony” and in subsequent releases, 
Vigano named prominent prelates who 
are accomplices of the McCarrick peder- 
ast lobby within the Church (whether as 
homosexual practitioners, promoters, or 
protectors — or all of the above). They in- 
clude such leading churchmen as Cardinals 
Tarcisio Bertone, Pietro Parolin, Godfried 
Danneels, Angelo Sodano, Donald Wuerl, 
Blase Cupich, Robert McElroy, Joseph W. 
Tobin, Reinhard Marx, Cormac Murphy- 
O’Connor, Victor Manuel Fernandez, and 
Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga. 

From the moment he released his 2018 
“Testimony” (if not before), Vigano was 
a marked man. The pro-LGBTQ faction 
within the Church hierarchy has expanded 
alarmingly under Pope Francis and is de- 
cidedly hostile toward Catholics who chal- 
lenge the “progressive” agenda, especially 
regarding issues of sexual morality. And 
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despite the wrecked lives of thousands of 
sexually abused victims, despite the exo- 
dus caused by the horrendous scandal of 
ongoing abuses, despite the bankruptcy of 
dioceses due to lawsuits, despite the re- 
sulting unprecedented closing of church- 
es, and despite repeated claims of zero 
tolerance, Pope Francis and the Lavender 
Lobby have presided over an expansion 
of clerical sexual abuse, while at the same 
time attacking the faithful Catholics who 
attend the traditional Latin Mass and truth- 
tellers who expose the homosexual cancer 
infecting the Church. 


Vigano Treatment vs. 

McCarrick, Rupnik, et al. 

It has not escaped the notice of many crit- 
ics that “justice” under the pontificate of 
Pope Francis, like that under Francis’ po- 
litical pal Joe Biden, has been marked by 
a striking double standard. Father Frank 
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Pavone, founder and national direc- 
tor of Priests for Life, for instance, was 
canceled and defrocked for doing what 
Catholic priests are supposed to be doing: 
opposing abortion, saving babies, and 
saving souls. Likewise, Bishop Joseph 
Strickland of Tyler, Texas, was removed 
for being too traditional, for urging U.S. 
bishops to take a stronger stand in the 
sexual-abuse crisis, and for speaking at 
a Catholic rally at Dodger Stadium op- 
posing the Dodgers’ honoring of the no- 
toriously anti-Catholic and sacrilegious 
homosexual drag queens known as the 
“Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.” 

Compare the steel-fist treatment in 
those and similar cases to the velvet-glove 
handling of serial sex-offender Father 
Marko Rupnik, a “Friend of Francis” who 
mysteriously had his excommunication 
lifted, apparently through the intervention 
of the pope. Pope Francis has denied inter- 
vening, but his disavowal is hardly cred- 
ible considering the circumstances and the 
fact that Rupnik’s penalty was removed 
(an extraordinary action) only three days 
after the pope met with Rupnik’s longtime 
colleague and defender Maria Campatelli. 

While Archbishop Vigano is dismissed 
by defenders of Pope Francis as a crackpot 
conspiracy theorist, the many alarming 
charges he has laid at the feet of the cur- 
rent pontiff are increasingly recognized by 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike as fac- 
tually true. And although even many of his 
current and erstwhile supporters among 
conservatives and traditionalists are not on 
board with his claim that Jorge Bergoglio 
is not now, and never was, legitimately the 
pope, nearly every new day seems to bring 
fresh examples of scandalous (or even he- 
retical) statements and actions by Pope 
Francis. One thing seems certain: Arch- 
bishop Vigano is not going away anytime 
soon, and his revelations and accusations 
are likely to lead to increased calls for the 
pope’s resignation. 


“J’Accuse”: Vigand’s Defense 

In a lengthy defense entitled “J’ Accuse” 
posted on June 28 on his own website, 
Archbishop Vigano argues that it is not he 
who is in schism with the Church, since 
he adheres wholeheartedly to the Deposit 
of Faith and “all the true Councils of the 
Church, which I fully recognize and ac- 
cept, just as I fully recognize and accept 
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all the magisterial acts of the Roman 
Pontiffs.” Rather, he charges, it is Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio and his minions who are 
in schism by embracing “a faith different 
from that constantly taught for two thou- 
sand years by the Catholic Church.” 

“T face this trial with the determination 
that comes from knowing that I have no 
reason to consider myself separate from 
communion with the Holy Church and 
with the Papacy, which I have always 
served with filial devotion and fidelity,” 
Vigano avers. “I could not conceive of a 
single moment of my life outside this one 
Ark of salvation, which Providence has 
constituted as the Mystical Body of Christ, 
in submission to its Divine Head and to 
His Vicar on earth.” 

Vigano calls Bergoglio a usurper, not a 
true pope. He cites the papal bull Cum ex 
apostolatus officio of Pope Paul IV, which 
he notes “established in perpetuity the nul- 
lity of the nomination or election of any 
Prelate — including the Pope — who had 
fallen into heresy before his promotion to 
Cardinal or elevation to Roman Pontiff.” 
“Tt defines,” says Vigano, “the promotion 
or elevation as nulla, irrita et inanis — 
void, invalid, and without any value.” 

As a high-level Vatican whistleblower, 


the archbishop over the past six years has 
become a hero to traditional and conser- 
vative Catholics for exposing sexual and 
financial corruption in the Church and 
openly criticizing Pope Francis’ scandal- 
ous words and deeds. His admirers include 
many priests, bishops, and cardinals, as 
well as lay faithful. However, not all of his 
supporters are on the same page with him in 
challenging Pope Francis’ Petrine legitima- 
cy. Sedevacantism, which Archbishop Vi- 
gano now embraces, holds that the Chair of 
Peter is vacant (sede vacante), hence there 
is no legitimate pope at present. Currently, 
many of Vigano’s supporters stop short of 
that position, holding that Pope Francis 
might be a bad pope, but that he is still the 
pope nonetheless. 

One of the most prominent critics of 
Pope Francis who falls into this camp is 
the Auxiliary Bishop Athanasius Schnei- 
der of Astana, Kazakhstan. In an interview 
with Religious News Service (RNS) that 
appeared on June 24, Bishop Schneider 
argued on behalf of Vigano, warning that 
excommunicating him would only lead to 
more division, something Pope Francis 
claims to deplore. 

“T think the pope would be wise and 
prudent if he were to not excommunicate 


Cardinal Theodore McCarrick for years after Archbishop Vigano’s investigation exposed 
McCarrick’s notorious record as a homosexual predator. 
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Archbishop Vigano,” Schneider said, add- 
ing that, “with this act, the Holy See will 
increase divisions even more.” Schneider, 
who grew up under communist persecu- 
tion in the old Soviet Union, is a staunch 
traditionalist. 

“The Holy See is becoming an instru- 
ment of the global elites,” he said. “It is 
sad that this global new ideology managed 
to succeed to a great extent in taking the 
Catholic Church hostage and turning the 
Holy See and the episcopates into its col- 
laborators.” Nonetheless, he says, Arch- 
bishop Vigano “‘is in error” in claiming that 
the election of Pope Francis is illegitimate. 

Other Catholic traditionalists have 
been cautious about either endorsing or 
criticizing Vigand’s sedevacantism, or 
taking a position on his excommunica- 
tion. That includes popular publications, 
commentators, and podcasters such as 
Catholic Family News, Dr. Taylor Mar- 
shall, The Remnant newspaper, Michael 
Matt, LifeSiteNews, John-Henry Westen, 
Matt Gaspers, Dr. Anthony Stine, Kenne- 
dy Hall, OnePeterFive, and many others. 

However, Catholic actor, producer, 
and director Mel Gibson, who shares Vi- 
gano’s sedevacantist views, has offered 
a full-throated endorsement of the arch- 
bishop. “To me and many others you are 
a most courageous hero,” he said in a 
letter to Vigano. “You are a modern day 
Athanasius!” 

Gibson’s colleague and fellow actor 
Jim Caviezel has been more measured in 
his support, posting a rare comment on X 
asking for prayers for the embattled arch- 
bishop. “Please pray for Archbishop @Car- 
loMVigano, a crusader for the truth, during 
this troubling time,” he posted on June 21. 

While many orthodox Catholics are 
on the fence and grappling with all the 
prudential, moral, and theological issues 
involved in the “Affair Vigand/Bergo- 
glio,” it is unlikely that the excommuni- 
cation will have the effect desired by Pope 
Francis and the Fernandez cabal at the re- 
structured DDF. Their new /nstrumentum 
Laboris for their much-ballyhooed Synod 
on Synodality makes hypocritical calls 
for “transparency” and “accountability” 
34 times — while they persecute the man 
who has most courageously exposed their 
corruption, crimes, and coverups. His ex- 
communication notwithstanding, the Vi- 
gano saga is far from over. Ml 
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ECONOMY 


THE TRUE STATE OF THE 
U.S. ECONOMY 


Americans are not buying claims that the economy is heading in the right direction. 
Evidence and common sense both show that the economy is in deep trouble. 


by David Brat 


f the millions of articles on eco- 
(vm: the U.S. budget, and 

government economic and fiscal 
policy, very few treat together the most 
important issues and policies. Still fewer 
are written by reputable economists on the 
issues that actually matter to normal U.S. 
citizens. Our polarizing politics are impos- 
ing strong limitations on which ideas can 
be published and publicized. Enormous 
pressure by elite schools and their cor- 
responding supporting foundations and 
institutions do not allow some of the more 
controversial issues, including new popu- 
list takes, to be heard. 

Have you seen any prominent econo- 
mists weigh in on the implications of our 
$35 trillion national debt and the long- 
term impact that it will have on our pro- 
ductivity and economy? Have you seen 
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any articles on the border invasion and the 
“net impact” of immigration on you and 
your family? Have you seen any analysis 
of the full costs, economic and social, of 
America’s many forever wars? 

Don’t forget China. China is currently 
involved with most of our huge firms, 
particularly in the technology sector, and 
these firms have lobbyists who can meet 
with U.S. representatives, senators, and 
even the president at a moment’s notice. 

All of these, and many other factors, are 
not merely threatening to weaken the U.S. 
economy; they might, if left unaddressed, 
lead to an economic end of days for the 
United States, an event that could perma- 
nently dethrone not only the U.S. dollar, 
but American political dominance as well. 


An Overview 

The U.S. economy is in deep trouble — 
deeper than many of us dare imagine — 
and will likely remain so for decades to 
come. Let’s look at some of the evidence, 
starting with an overview of the major 
economic issues of our day, including 
debt, inflation, the Federal Reserve’s mon- 


etary policy, and the dollar’s status as the 
global reserve currency. These things are 
all interrelated, and are connected to the 
major drivers of economic growth and to 
the most important issue in economics — 
our overall productivity. 

A few months ago, the website Zero- 
Hedge, which does an outstanding job of 
posting the latest economic statistics on 
all fronts and is one of the few sources 
that links together many of these major 
issues, had this to say about the dollar’s 
global status: “Several days ago, we were 
the first to point out two new striking de- 
velopments in the Dollar’s crusade to lose 
reserve currency status: i) after hitting $1 
trillion in late 2023, interest expense on 
US debt rose to a record $1.1 trillion in late 
March, and ii) while US debt is now ris- 
ing at a pace of $1 trillion every 3 months, 
US interest expense is rising at a just as 
torrid $100 billion every 4 months (this 
interval will also shrink to three months 
very soon).” 

ZeroHedge also observed that “if total 
interest does rise to $1.6 trillion by year- 
end, that it will become the single biggest 
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US government outlay by the end of the 
fiscal year; as a reminder, in fiscal 2023, 
Social Security spending was $1.354 tril- 
lion, Health was $889 billion, Medicare 
$848 and national defense, a paltry (by 
comparison) $821 billion.” 

As these rapidly rising expenditures 
make clear, the interest alone on our na- 
tional debt will be unsustainable in the 
long run. The source of the problem is our 
inability to control spending. The govern- 
ment and politicians are simply unwilling 
say “no” to the American people, for fear 
of losing their next election. We all want to 
reduce spending, but not any of the spend- 
ing that benefits us! 

Our debt is currently about $34 trillion. 
The debt is the sum of all the deficits we run 
from year to year. So, if the deficit is rough- 
ly $2 trillion this year, that means that the 
debt rose from $32 trillion to $34 trillion. 

In addition, the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) has our debt at $50 trillion 
in 10 years. At five-percent interest rates, 
the interest on the debt will by then be 
about $2.5 trillion per year. When I was 
in Congress in 2014-2018, I voted against 


budgets that had a $1 trillion deficit. The 
budgets back then were about $4 tril- 
lion — until we hit Covid and ratcheted 
up spending massively with the economy 
shut down. Now, after Covid, we are still 
running Covid-style $7 trillion U.S. gov- 
ernment budgets. And please note: This is 
without any new endless wars blowing up, 
which would add an additional trillion in 
emergency funding. 

In short, the rest of the world can see 
what is coming, and so can any honest 
analyst. That is why the BRICS countries 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, 
Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the United Arab 
Emirates) are now trying to form a new 
currency to compete with the U.S. dollar 
and one day, perhaps, take over our global 
reserve currency status. Since World War 
II, the United States has been a safe haven 
for business investments, and our Treasury 
bills, notes, and bonds have been consid- 
ered 100-percent safe. We will not likely 
default, but in the past four years, thanks 
to inflation, the U.S. dollar has lost 20 per- 
cent of its purchasing power, and the rest 
of the world sees that. 


SN 
—— 


Fire up the presses: Reckless money-printing is the cause of narinariont rising prices in the 
United States. Inflating the currency is a sure way to weaken, and eventually collapse, a nation’s 


economy. 
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In order to pay off our debt, the Federal 
Reserve, instead of defaulting, will likely 
maintain high inflation so that it can pay 
back our huge debt with cheaper dollars. 
Americans have already lost 20 percent of 
the purchasing power in their retirement 
accounts, and if they pull that money out, 
it will purchase only 80 percent of what it 
could have bought four years ago. The rest 
of the world is in the same position, and 
they don’t like it, so they are selling U.S. 
Treasurys and starting to acquire other 
assets even as they strengthen their own 
currencies. No one would think of invest- 
ing in China or Brazil or the other BRICS 
countries, as their economies are histori- 
cally much riskier than the United States. 
However, if those countries can back their 
currency with gold or some other stan- 
dard, and also use blockchain technology 
to give absolute privacy and safety, they 
might achieve a real currency solution, 
and the United States could be in trouble. 


Monetary Inflation 
Leads to Price Inflation 
There has been a massive increase in infla- 
tion since America left the gold standard 
in 1971. Indeed, since 1913, the U.S. dol- 
lar has lost about 3,000 percent of its pur- 
chasing power. If incomes had risen by the 
same amount, then we would break even 
as individuals. You can rest assured, how- 
ever, that average American wages did not 
go up by 3,000 percent over this period 
(only our elites can pull that off). 
According to Milton Friedman, who 
won a Nobel Prize in economics for his 
work on monetary policy, “Inflation is 
always and everywhere a monetary phe- 
nomenon,” meaning it is caused by print- 
ing money. This is true. Some claim that 
supply chains and other factors such as 
energy shocks “cause” inflation as they 
drive costs and prices up. While such fac- 
tors can drive up prices selectively and 
temporarily, inflationary rising prices, 
which take place across the board and on 
a permanent basis, cannot happen unless 
our Federal Reserve system “accommo- 
dates” those temporary higher prices by 
printing money. But if the Fed doesn’t 
print money, and the price of oil goes 
up for non-monetary reasons, then other 
prices, such as food and housing, will go 
down, and overall price levels will re- 
main more or less the same. However, the 
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Fed has a terrible track record of trying to 
manufacture good news, and prints more 
money when the economic fundamentals 
require hard choices instead. Most of the 
time, it is best to let the free-market pric- 
ing system do the hard work, and require 
us to make choices as consumers. 

For example, John Taylor of Stanford 
University, a standard-bearer for sound 
monetary policy following Milton Fried- 
man, has shown that the massive financial 
crisis of 2007-2008 was “caused” by the 
Fed printing too much money in 2004 and 
2005. The economic wizards at the Fed 
were trying to “fine tune” the economy, 
and they failed spectacularly. All of that 
new money had to go somewhere, so it 
went into the real-estate sector, and you 
know the rest of the story: NINJA loans 
and mortgages for people with “No In- 
come, No Jobs, and No Assets.” As a re- 
sult, seniors lost half of their retirements 
as the stock market experienced unheard- 
of losses. 

One would think those at the Fed would 
have learned their lesson, but they did not. 
Instead, they doubled down. They kept in- 
terest rates near zero for about a decade. 
The interest rate is the price you pay to 
get money. With such a low interest rate, 
the rich and the investors were happy as 
could be. People trying to retire with zero- 
percent interest rates on their savings were 
not happy. Today, the top 10 percent of the 
wealthy own 90 percent of stocks, bonds, 
and pensions, according to the Federal Re- 
serve. This is one reason why the Ameri- 
can people are so upset and populist senti- 
ment is now sweeping the United States 
(and Europe as well, where the elites have 
also left the people behind). 

The Fed has printed too much money 
over the past 10 years, and now has about 
$8.5 trillion on its balance sheet. That 
causes inflation. To illustrate what this 
means, imagine that the Fed produced an 
inflation rate of 10 percent one year, and 
then decreased it to “only” five percent for 
each of the next two years. Well, inflation 
would be going down, so that’s good — 
that, at least, is what the financial news 
media and the politicians will say (and 
have said, in defense of the supposed de- 
cline in inflation over the last three years). 
In reality, people lost 20 percent of their 
purchasing power over those three years. 
Inflation might be going down, but prices 
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New wave: The massive flood of legal inimigratian that hag hit the United States in recent years 
will weaken the economy, not strengthen it, since most illegal immigrants are unskilled workers 
who do not speak English, and will likely end up on welfare. 


are still going up. At no time in the last 
decade have overall price levels gone 
down, to the detriment of savings, earn- 
ings, and purchasing power everywhere. 
Most of us understand this, and it is an- 
other reason people are so upset. 


Ilegal-immigration Tsunami 

Another major economic issue is unem- 
ployment and underemployment. Despite 
the rosy claims of Biden administration 
apologists, America’s job situation is 
bleak. A major contributor to the employ- 
ment crisis is the ongoing tsunami of il- 
legal immigration. More than 10 million 
illegals have entered the country in the 
past four years alone, with estimates of 
30 million in total over the last several 
decades. This is not due to bureaucracy 
or mismanagement. Huge facilities have 
been built to house and feed and provide 
medical care and legal services to these il- 
legals. The mayors of both New York City 
and Chicago have warned that these poli- 


cies are destroying their cities. Crime is 
out of control, and overdoses from fenta- 
nyl have killed more Americans than died 
in the Vietnam War. The list of atrocities 
could go on. Big corporations do not pay 
the tab for any of this; they just get lots of 
cheap labor. 

All so-called job gains in the last year 
have been part-time workers. Meanwhile, 
the full-time job market is shrinking. Even 
more shocking, nearly all new jobs have 
gone to foreign-born workers. Since 2018, 
there has been zero job creation for native- 
born workers. Polls show that Americans 
are not feeling happy about the current 
economy or their future prospects — this 
is a big part of the reason why. 

Some politicians have the nerve to 
claim that immigration is a “net positive” 
for our economy. It is true that when more 
workers come to a country, the gross do- 
mestic product (GDP) will go up. But in 
all of economics, it is taught from Day | 
that people want to maximize their own 


The Fed has printed too much money over the past 10 years, 
and now has about $8.5 trillion on its balance sheet. That 
causes inflation. To illustrate what this means, imagine that 
the Fed produced an inflation rate of 10 percent one year, and 
then decreased it to “only” five percent for each of the next 


two years. 
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Big production: U.S. manufacturing productivity has fallen over the past several decades, while 
formerly Third World countries, such as China, are now manufacturing powerhouses. This is one 
reason for America’s overall economic decline. 


happiness, not the total GDP of the coun- 
try. In other words, their primary concern 
is GDP per person. Moreover, they care 
about immigrants arriving with, say, two 
children and an adult making $20,000 per 
year — a family that will pay very little in 
taxes, but whose two children will cost at 
least $40,000 in education per year. Those 
education costs come from your local and 
state taxes. The feds only pay about 10 
percent of the bill. And the same goes for 
crime and other social and psychological 
costs that will also be imposed on soci- 
ety. So “on net,” the average American is 
much worse off, and knows it. This is not 
a partisan issue, by the way. It pits the rich, 
cheap-labor globalists clearly against the 
vast majority of the American people. 

So what is the real story of why and 
how the United States has become so weak 
and developed such awful symptoms of 
economic and social decline? 

Robert Solow won the Nobel Prize in 
economics for his model of growth. Greg 
Mankiw of Harvard later improved upon 
that model, and his results fit the data from 
the real world amazingly well. 

Mankiw showed that economic growth 
is caused by three main factors, and that 
each factor is responsible for about one- 
third of that growth. These factors are cap- 
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ital, human capital (education), and tech- 
nology (which is very hard to measure). 

Mankiw’s model ultimately explains 
the causes of productivity. Productivity is 
how much “stuff” you make per hour, and 
is related to your wages and pay. If you 
can pack a million people into an audito- 
rium and/or in front of the TV to watch 
you play basketball, then you are hugely 
productive, and you will be paid richly for 
this work. 


Declining Productivity 
The major economic problem we have 
in this country is that productivity has 
been declining for the past 70 years. This 
figure comes from the best economist in 
the world on productivity, Robert Gor- 
don of Northwestern University, who has 
produced the same findings for decades. 
There is nothing new here. Even worse, 
the Congressional Budget Office foresees 
us losing productivity over the next 30 
years as well, so in total, we are looking at 
100 years of declining U.S. productivity. 
U.S. labor productivity — a measure- 
ment of the increase in output per hours 
worked — was about five percent in 1950, 
and has since fallen to below two percent. 
“Real hourly compensation” is also much 
lower than it was in 1950. Productivity is 
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the main determinant of wages and in- 
comes, and also determines overall well- 
being. GDP per capita is strongly corre- 
lated with health, life expectancy, civil 
liberties and political rights, and educa- 
tion. The main driver of all of these things 
has been declining for 70 years, and so 
have some of its correlates, such as educa- 
tion quality. 

And, as noted above, this trend is ex- 
pected to continue for the next 30 years. 

According to the CBO’s projections, 
the average annual growth of real GDP 
(that is, GDP adjusted to remove the ef- 
fects of inflation) slows from 1.9 percent 
in the first decade of the projection pe- 
riod (2022 to 2032) to slightly less than 
1.6 percent in the second decade (2033 to 
2042), to just over 1.5 percent in the third 
decade (2043 to 2052). In other words, we 
will have about 1.5 percent growth over 
the next two decades, because productiv- 
ity keeps declining. 


Capital De-accumulation 

Why does productivity keep going down? 
Because we are having problems with the 
three variables from the Mankiw model: 
Capital accumulation, human capital, and 
technological growth. These are the ulti- 
mate causes of the U.S. decline. The good 
news is that they can be fixed. 

But the current political will does not 
seem to be strong enough to get it done. 

Regarding capital accumulation, it 
used to be the case that when you put 
capital in the hands of Americans, good 
things would happen (think of Henry 
Ford and the assembly line, for example). 
But when U.S. elites began to export 
business, jobs, factories, and capital to 
China and other cheap-labor destinations, 
our American workers were left with less 
capital to work with. 

Capital accumulation in the United 
States, the U.K., Japan, and Germany is 
in decline, while in China it is on the rise. 
The Chinese understand how important 
capital accumulation is, and they have 
grown at amazing rates for the past 30 
years, sacrificing consumption and in- 
vesting about 40 percent of their total 
GDP for many years. The United States 
is closer to 20 percent, and today, we 
count “green” spending and some other 
government programs as investments! 
Hence the low productivity; you cannot 
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fudge productivity numbers with fanciful 
government statistics. 

It might shock the reader to know that 
the Communist Chinese totalitarian sur- 
veillance state has a smaller share of the 
economic pie than the U.S. government. 
China’s government sector is 14 percent of 
GDP, while the U.S. government’s share is 
18.4 percent. 

China’s capital stock is going up like a 
rocket ship at an exponential rate. Current- 
ly, the Chinese have $100 trillion worth 
of capital to work with. That makes their 
people very productive. 

On the other hand, U.S. capital stock 
is rising, but at a decreasing rate and is 
flattening out over time. Because we have 
failed to save and invest, the United States 
only has $70 trillion in capital to work 
with, and we are a much older and more 
mature economy. We should be far ahead, 
but instead, we are far behind. 

Overall, capital is the most important 
factor in economic growth, but the Unit- 
ed States is failing to accumulate it as it 
once did. 

Regarding human capital and educa- 
tion, the leading researcher in the field, 
Eric Hanushek of Stanford University, 
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The good news is that we can change. But we must first know 
the truth, and | have laid out the major pieces of our economic 
story that must change in order for us to get back to American 


greatness. 


has demonstrated one simple fact: Increas- 
ing education spending does not produce 
higher test scores! 

While total spending on education has 
gone up in the United States, student test 
scores have gone down. Interestingly, 
what has also gone up is the number of 
education employees and bureaucrats 
who are tasked with doing everything 
except teaching reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. Liberals used to profess to 
care about education, but the new tech 
billionaires on the Left do not seem to 
be making any attempt to improve the 
workforce they claim to care about so 
much. Why invest in education when we 
can just import 10 million more illegal 
workers, who can then be hired much 
more cheaply? By neglecting and even 
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sabotaging education, we are doing great 
damage to our children, and to our fu- 
ture economic growth, which depends on 
human capital. 


Importance of Technology 
Technological growth is the third factor 
in economic growth and productivity. 
Most experts and news commentators are 
saying that technological growth-fueled 
progress is everywhere. Not so, accord- 
ing to top expert Gordon. Instead, during 
the dot-com explosion back in 2000 or 
so, he pointed out, despite the technology 
boom, the decline in productivity contin- 
ued apace. 

In one of his most pessimistic papers, 
Gordon showed that we could approach 
zero productivity growth over the next 
few decades. Here’s a quick summary of 
his arguments: 

* Our starting point is an optimistic 2.0 
percent ... until we subtract headwinds. 

¢ Baby-boomer retirement (demogra- 
phy) brings us down to 1.6 percent. 

¢ The failure of education takes us to 
1.4 percent. 

¢ If income inequality continues to rise, 
as it has over the last two decades, income 
for the bottom 99 percent of the income 
distribution will grow about half a point 
more slowly than 1.4 percent, bringing us 
down to 0.9 percent. 

¢ Globalization could continue to hol- 
low out middle-level jobs, bringing the 
rate down to 0.7 percent. 

¢ Higher energy taxes could bring the 
rate down to 0.5 percent. 

¢ A combination of consumer debt re- 
payments, income tax increases, and re- 
duced transfer payments could plausibly 
bring us down to a 0.2-percent annual rate. 

If we want to zoom in on “technological 
growth” itself, a recent Brookings Institu- 
tion paper gives us a good sense of why 
and how the technology piece of the puz- 
zle is not generating larger effects on eco- 
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Robbing the future: The United States spends a massive amount of money on education, but student test scores are falling while education 


bureaucracy grows. Lack of proper education today will lead to economic weakness in the future. 


nomic growth and productivity in general. 

The authors of the paper note that tech- 
nology drives productivity, and productiv- 
ity drives economic growth. But as digital 
technologies have boomed, productivity 
growth has slowed rather than accelerated. 
This is a great paradox of our time. 

With Gordon, the authors agree that 
“Productivity growth has slowed signifi- 
cantly in advanced economies since the 
1980s.” In addition, they note that income 
inequality has risen in all major advanced 
economies since the 1980s. 

They also point out several reasons 
why this is happening. For one thing, even 
an economy at the digital frontier — the 
United States — may be reaching only 
about a fifth of its digital potential. This 
means that even in the United States, with 
all of its technological prowess in Silicon 
Valley and beyond, the real breakthroughs 
are not making their way to all businesses, 
but in fact are only reaching about 20 per- 
cent of firms. 

Huge firms have many built-in advan- 
tages. They possess first-mover advan- 
tages and strong economies of scale and 
network effects, receive preferential gov- 
ernment treatment, and have the leverage 
of big data, encouraging the rise of “su- 
perstar firms.” In America, the so-called 
Magnificent 7 firms (Apple, Microsoft, 
Alphabet, Amazon, NVIDIA, Tesla, and 
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Meta) have a market capitalization greater 
than any European stock index combined. 
In other words, these seven American 
firms are worth almost what all European 
firms are worth. 

In advanced economies, international 
trade and offshoring also have contribut- 
ed to the shift in income by putting down- 
ward pressure on wages, especially of 
lower-skilled workers in tradable sectors. 

Recent research underlines the central 
role that automation has played in widen- 
ing disparities. At least half the rising gap 
in wages among American workers in the 
last 40 years has come from the automa- 
tion of tasks once done by people, says MIT 
economist Daron Acemoglu, another major 
leader in the field. This is “not an act of 
God or nature,” he added. “It’s the result 
of choices corporations and we as a society 
have made about how to use technology.” 

Paul Romer, who won a Nobel Prize in 
economic science for his work on techno- 
logical innovation and economic growth, 
has expressed alarm at the runaway mar- 
ket power and influence of the big tech 
companies. “Economists taught: ‘It’s the 
market. There’s nothing we can do.’... 
That’s really just so wrong.” 


Time to Change Course 
In conclusion, productivity has been 
falling steadily for 70 years. The experts 


see another 30 years of subpar produc- 
tivity and economic growth coming as 
well. The United States has fallen be- 
hind in capital accumulation, education, 
and technological growth. These trends 
have in turn led to short-run tricks that 
kick the can down the road. We build 
up massive debt. We import illegal im- 
migrants to get cheaper labor to make 
firms appear productive and profitable 
while Americans foot the bill. We have 
sent our manufacturing jobs with high 
wages abroad and have allowed China 
to break all of the free-market and free- 
information rules that we must live by. 
We have massive government spending 
and deficits that make it look like we are 
growing, while instead we are just steal- 
ing from the next generation and calling 
it growth. 

The good news is that we can change. 
But we must first know the truth, and 
I have laid out the major pieces of our 
economic story that must change in order 
for us to get back to American greatness. 
A lot of this can be done at home. Our 
children can be educated, stay at the tech- 
nological frontier, invest in capital, and 
do very well. Much of this is cultural, 
but that is a topic for another day. Please 
share this work with others so that we can 
start to turn the ship around and chart a 
great new course. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ AUGUST 12, 2024 


AP Images 


Ceuke- 
FAMILY 
FREEDOM 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY: 
STANDING IN THE GAP 


by Steve Bonta 


ne thing almost every- 
@) one agrees on is the 
acute state of crisis in 
America in 2024. 
Domestically, the economy 
continues to wallow in a muck of 
stubbornly high inflation and low 
wages. The tide of illegal immi- 
gration unleashed by the Biden 
administration continues to pour 
unabated across our southern 
border. Violent crime is on the 
rise. The partisan divide is sharp- 
er than at any time since the Civil 
War, as highlighted by the failed 
assassination attempt on Donald 
Trump at a Pennsylvania rally. 
Elsewhere in politics, abjectly 
corrupt and criminal officials in 
the Biden administration thumb their noses at a justice system inter- 
ested only in waging partisan warfare against Donald Trump and his 
supporters. Despite the Supreme Court ruling in support of broad 
presidential immunity and a Florida judge’s throwing out the entire 
Trump classified-documents case, the forces of anti- MAGA lawfare 
march on, undeterred and unrepentant. Our so-called justice system 
is being transformed into a tawdry canvas of partisan retribution, 
and every honest American knows it. Those who raise voices in 
protest of such entrenched injustices are hounded, persecuted, can- 
celed, censored, and demonetized, while the voices in support of 
the Deep State and the radical Left have risen to never-before seen 
levels of insolent gaslighting. And people await this November’s 
elections with trepidation amid concerns, in the wake of political 
persecution and, now, an assassination attempt, of what the radical 
Left and the Deep State may try next. 


Steve Bonta is executive senior editor of The New American. 
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Abroad, our enemies are em- 
boldened as never before. Bar- 
ring serious and unforeseeable 
changes, our country appears 
to be on the path to world war. 
Less remarked by the main- 
stream media, but potentially 
just as consequential, the Unit- 
ed Nations is preparing for a 
drastic overhaul, beginning in 
September with its Summit of 
the Future. That event might 
well see the UN Charter rewrit- 
ten to further empower the Se- 
curity Council and disadvan- 
tage powerful member states, 
including the United States. 
Also contemplated at the sum- 
mit is a radical overhaul of the 
global financial system, what- 
ever that might entail, as well 
as numerous other ambitious agenda items. 

Our great country, which in two years will celebrate its 
semiquincentennial, or 250th anniversary, is no stranger to cri- 
sis. But the severity of the present mess is amplified by a general 
sense of helplessness at the sheer scope of the problem, and a 
general lack of understanding of its root cause. Lost on the major- 
ity of the American public is that much of the chaos now unfold- 
ing at home and abroad is part of a design on the part of amoral 
plotters to undermine and destroy the United States from within, 
while erecting a socialist global political and financial system — 
a “New World Order,” if you will — from without. 

Readers of this magazine and members of our parent organiza- 
tion, The John Birch Society, are well aware of these core issues, 
and have been working to educate Americans about both the prin- 
ciples upon which this country was founded and the nature of the 
enemies who seek to destroy it. 

At the time of this writing, the GOP national convention is 
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underway in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with a newfound 
focus to reach out to communities traditionally at odds 
with Republicans and with loosely styled “conser- 
vatism” — minorities, labor unions, and the like — 
and to bring them into the capacious confines of the 
MAGA movement. In the wake of the attempted as- 
sassination of Trump, it seems that everyone is trying 
to get on the “national unity” bandwagon. While we 
certainly applaud the efforts of people of good faith 
to take the edge off the bitter partisan strife of recent 
years and to disavow the shocking political violence 
directed against Trump and his movement, a modern- 
day “era of good feelings” will not suffice to preserve 
the Republic in the long run. 

To achieve lasting gains in individual liberty and 
limited, constitutional government, it is also neces- 
sary to continue the program of education and out- 
reach that The John Birch Society has been pursuing 
for decades. It’s not as glamorous as the short-lived 
adrenaline rush of a successful political campaign or 
a favorable Supreme Court ruling, but in the long run, it will 
transform our government and culture for the better just as 
surely as the Fabian tactics of the radical Left have transformed 
it for the worse. 

Even the Left now reluctantly acknowledges that we’ve been 
quietly winning the battle, as The Nation noted in an article only 
last year entitled “How the John Birch Society Won the Long 
Game.” The modern-day American Right, the article noted, has 
“adopted the Birchers’ extremism wholesale,” later adding that 
“Birchers’ politics have become standard, not fringe ... their 
rhetoric is repeated almost word for word by Donald Trump.” 
The usual smears about “extremism” aside, this is high praise 
indeed from one of the oldest magazines in the United States and 
a longtime standard-bearer of the Left. 

Once a year, The John Birch Society hosts its own national 
convention, if you will — our Leadership Conference where 
novices and veterans of the freedom fight mingle and benefit 
from the insights of keynote speakers from a broad range of 
backgrounds within the freedom fight. 

This year’s Leadership Conference will take place in sunny 
Laguna Hills, California, on September 20-21. Its theme, 
“Standing in the Gap,” is a reference to the largely unsung role 
of the JBS for more than 65 years manning the breaches in the 
walls protecting our liberty and independence. Our featured 
speakers at the two-day event will include Joe Wolverton, a 
lawyer, constitutional law scholar, and frequent contributor to 
The New American magazine, and host of the radio show 2A 
for Today. Joe will be speaking on Saturday morning, Septem- 
ber 21, about our years-long campaign to prevent an Article V 
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convention (a “Con-Con”), an event that would be a disaster 
for our Constitution given the current state of politics. Also 
speaking Saturday morning will be veteran journalist and TNA 
senior editor William F. Jasper, who will be speaking on the 
history of the United Nations. For decades, Jasper has been 
reporting on the goings-on at the UN and has attended many 
important UN conferences. He has an unparalleled understand- 
ing of the globalist institution and the way in which it advances 
its pernicious anti-American agenda. 

Saturday afternoon’s lineup will include JBS program coordi- 
nator Leah Southwell, who will be speaking on how to use our 
Legislative Scorecards to lobby congressmen, and JBS National 
Field Director Jon Schrock, who will be discussing the power 
of local organization. 

The Council Dinner Saturday evening will feature Pastor Paul 
Blair, who will be speaking on “Biblical Principles of Civil Gov- 
ernment.” Blair, a former offensive tackle in the National Foot- 
ball League, is now a Baptist pastor in Oklahoma and founder 
of the Liberty Pastors Network and the Liberty Pastor Training 
Camps. Also speaking at the Council Dinner will be John Birch 
Society CEO William S. Hahn. 

Now more than at any time in living memory, America is in 
need of educated patriots to stand in the gap. We may be winning 
the “long game,” but many battles still lie ahead. Join us in the 
exhilarating battle to reclaim our liberties and sound the tocsin 
of liberty in every ear. We would love to see you in Laguna Hills 
in September! Ml 


For more information, see ad on page 20. 
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A Tip to Remember 


An Arizona couple’s dream wedding 
became a reality through the kindness 
of strangers, sparked by a heartfelt note 
from a food delivery driver, Fox 10 Phoe- 
nix reported. 

It all started when Erica Hernandez 
ordered food from her local Chipotle in 
June and received a note from her deliv- 
ery driver, Paul Slobodzian, kindly asking 
her to consider leaving a tip. The note read, 
“Thank you for your order. I am driving on 
the side to give my fiancée the wedding she 
deserves,” and included information for 
Slobodzian’s Venmo account. Touched by 
the message, Hernandez decided to share it 
on social media. “I just felt really inspired 
to post it and see if my friends or followers 
would be willing to donate,” she explained. 

Slobodzian and his fiancée, Aly Perkins, 
had been working extra hours delivering 
food to save for their wedding. Paul didn’t 
anticipate the response his note would 
elicit. “I never set out to leave those notes 
with the intention of somebody making a 
video about it or even trying to broadcast 
it to anybody besides the person I was de- 
livering to,” he mentioned. 

Hernandez’ post went viral quickly, 
gaining attention within hours and reach- 
ing millions. The outpouring of support 
from strangers was overwhelming. “Your 
phone just started blowing up,” Aly re- 
called, with Paul adding, “Yes, seriously 
and honestly, it hasn’t stopped since Fri- 
day afternoon. It’s been thousands of mes- 
sages of people supporting us.” 

Thanks to the donations, the couple now 
have enough money for their wedding in 
September. They were deeply moved by 
the generosity of strangers. “We didn’t re- 
ally expect anything to come of this, and 
the fact that a stranger got our note and felt 
so compelled to post it on the internet and 
advocate for two strangers is unbeliev- 
able,” Perkins said. 

To express their gratitude, the couple 
gave Hernandez $1,000 and invited her 
to their wedding, an invitation she gladly 
accepted. Reflecting on his and Aly’s jour- 
ney, Paul shared, “It’s just a very special 
bond that I actually didn’t even know if 
I'd find with a person, and to know that I 
found it with Aly is the best.” 
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Families Who Fight 
Together Stay Heroic 


On what should have been a typical Tues- 
day afternoon, the tranquility of the Yong- 
In Taekwondo studio in Katy, Texas, was 
shattered by a piercing scream. Simon An, 
a seasoned taekwondo instructor, and his 
family immediately knew something was 
terribly wrong. 

Around 4:00 p.m. on June 18, as eve- 
ning classes were about to begin, Simon; 
his father, Hong; his mother; his older sis- 
ter, Hannah; and his younger brother — all 
fourth-degree black belts — heard alarm- 
ing cries from a neighboring business. 
Initially dismissing the sounds as playful 
noise from employees, a final desperate 
scream compelled them to act. 

The An family, owners of the family- 
run studio outside Houston, rushed next 
door to investigate, NBC News reported. 
Upon opening the door, they found a hor- 
rifying scene: a man assaulting a young 
woman. The attacker had his hands inap- 
propriately on the victim, who was strug- 
gling to defend herself. 

Simon’s father swiftly intervened, pull- 
ing the assailant away and pinning him to 
the ground. Hannah, meanwhile, escorted 
the traumatized woman to safety. Simon 
and his brother joined their father to help 
subdue the attacker, who fought back 
fiercely, scratching and biting in a desper- 
ate bid to escape. 

Hong, a taekwondo grandmaster, held 
the attacker down for a tense 10 minutes 
until law enforcement arrived. “My dad 
is strong. He expected us to protect him,” 
Simon said. “He had a lot of trust in us.” 

The Harris County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment credited the An family for their swift 
and courageous actions that prevented 
a sexual assault. Sheriff Ed Gonzalez 
praised them, stating, “By utilizing their 
training and discipline, they managed to 
stop the assault and hold [the attacker].” 

The suspect was charged with attempted 
sexual assault and unlawful detention, ac- 
cording to the sheriff’s department. In a se- 
ries of posts on X, Gonzalez expressed his 
gratitude: “Thank you to the Yong-In dojo 
for your quick action in protecting others.” 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Fully Equipped 

A touching act of kindness unfolded on 
June 11 in Memphis when Officer Mi- 
chael Pointer surprised a young aspiring 
football player with a much-needed gift. 
According to WREG Memphis, 10-year- 
old Kamarri Brooks, a dedicated member 
of the Lil Longhorns football team, re- 
ceived a brand-new pair of cleats from the 
generous officer, enhancing his game and 
boosting his spirits. 

The story began when Officer Pointer 
met Kamarri at the Westwood Community 
Center while on duty. A few days later, he 
spotted the young athlete in his football 
uniform, ready for practice but noticeably 
lacking proper footwear. “He said he had 
no cleats, but all his friends do,” Pointer 
recounted. Moved by Kamarri’s situation, 
the officer decided to take action. 

Pointer purchased a pair of cleats and 
socks for Kamarri and delivered them to 
his house. The heartfelt moment was cap- 
tured in a video showing Kamarri eagerly 
running to receive the shoes and immedi- 
ately trying them on, a smile lighting up 
his face. The video quickly went viral, 
garnering thousands of likes and spread- 
ing joy across the community. 

Kamarri’s mother, Carissa Brooks, ex- 
pressed her deep gratitude for Pointer’s 
kindness. “Officer Pointer was very sweet 
and helpful for what he did for my son, 
considering the fact I am a single parent,” 
she said. Carissa shared that Kamarri has 
been passionate about football for three 
years, always arriving an hour early for 
practice to hone his skills. The new cleats 
not only improved his game, but also rein- 
forced his determination to succeed. 

“He is determined to keep going in 
football, and I am here for it all,” Carissa 
affirmed, beaming with pride. The new 
shoes symbolized more than just gear; 
they represented hope and encouragement 
for a young boy chasing his dreams. 

In the sweet video, Kamarri extended 
an invitation to Officer Pointer to attend 
his next game. Pointer, touched by the 
gesture, responded with enthusiasm, say- 
ing he was trying to gather a group of col- 
leagues to come and support Kamarri on 
the field. Hl 

— Raven Clabough 
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MACHIAVELLI 
ON POLITICAL PERSECUTION 


Niccol6 Machiavelli's Discourses on Livy from five centuries ago is surprisingly 
applicable to the weaponization of the law against Donald Trump. 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


li’s true legacy. While they might have heard of him, 

they often misunderstand his philosophies, associating 

him only with ruthlessness and a pursuit of power for its own 

sake. Machiavelli was a profound thinker whose insights into 

governance and political strategy were well-regarded by many, 

including America’s Founding Fathers. They considered him a 

reliable source of political wisdom, often referencing his works 
for guidance. 

This article aims to highlight Machiavelli’s commentary in 


Mi: Americans are unfamiliar with Niccolo Machiavel- 
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Discourses on Livy on a highly relevant and controversial topic: 
the indictment and prosecution of political leaders. 

In 2023, the legal landscape dramatically shifted for former 
President Donald Trump with four criminal indictments: two at 
the state level (New York and Georgia) and two at the federal 
level. These charges collectively encompass 91 felony counts, 
many of which seem to be novel crimes, apparently constructed 
specifically to prosecute Trump. 

As the legal proceedings progressed, Trump was found guilty 
of 34 felony counts in New York. The charges against him in 
that state were a mix of arcane statutes and misdemeanors, with 
some statutes of limitations already expired. It’s unlikely that 
these charges would have been heard in court if the defendant 
were not Donald Trump and if the district attorney had not been 
significantly funded by George Soros. 

These indictments extend far beyond the courtroom, sparking 
nationwide debates on the intersection of politics and the justice 
system. The trials will continue, and the use of the American 
justice system to target and attempt to silence a former president 
will reverberate through the halls of power in Washington, D.C., 
and beyond. 

But what does the lawfare assault on Donald Trump have to 
do with Niccolo Machiavelli? Quite a bit, as it turns out. Machia- 
velli’s analysis of politicians facing indictments is surprisingly 
relevant to our own time. 

In Discourses on Livy, one of the key themes Machiavelli ad- 
dresses is the indictment and prosecution of political leaders. He 
offers several historical insights on this subject. What follows is 
a summary of those insights and how they seem to apply to the 
prosecution of Donald Trump and to similar politicization of the 
judiciary against future political figures, and why the process 
must be strictly controlled by the Constitution lest we will lose 
our Republic and our liberty. 

To begin, it is noteworthy that for Machiavelli, a critical 
component of the process of indictment of public figures is that 
it be “without respect to persons” and should be part of the 
“normal outlet” for holding such persons accountable for their 
official acts. 

In the United States, the “normal outlet” for holding the presi- 
dent accountable for his official acts is impeachment. If a presi- 
dent performs his duties in a way that is unconstitutional or in any 
way rises to the “high crimes and misdemeanors” standard, then 
he should be impeached. That is the normal outlet in the United 
States, and it has been used, albeit sparingly, to hold presidents 
accountable for their questionable decisions and actions. 

Using the judiciary, however, as a political weapon to attack 
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Kangaroo court: |f the law were not weaponized to stop the presumed standard-bearer of the 


Opposing political party, it is inconceivable that Trump would have been found guilty of 34 felony 


counts in New York. 


a former president for acts he committed 
while president is, in Machiavelli’s words, 
“abnormal,” and in Rome it “brought di- 
saster upon the republic as a whole” and 
ultimately destroyed it. We can’t say we 
weren’t warned. 

Machiavelli emphasizes the importance 
of the rule of law in republics. He warns 
that any recourse to a prosecutorial process 
outside of the “proper outlet by way of the 
laws,” or any targeting of a particular per- 
son because of who he is rather than what 
he’s done, will “weaken and destabilize” 
the republic and its judicial institutions. 

Furthermore, it will “agitate” people on 
both sides of the issue: those who feel the 
accused is being unfairly persecuted, and 
those who want the accused to be severely 
punished because of their hatred for him 
personally. It is in this atmosphere that 
political polarization thrives and divides 
the people into groups that can be manipu- 
lated according to the desires of the Deep 
State. 

Everyone, it seems, has been divided 
into one of two camps: MAGA on one 
hand, and those who loathe both Trump 
and his supporters on the other. Those op- 
posed to Trump have proven they will mis- 
use the judicial system if the Constitution 
provides no outlet equal to the demands 
of their hatred. 

Machiavelli warns, though, that if a 
“legal outlet” is not pursued in the pros- 
ecution of a person against whom a part 
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of the people is angry, and his opponents 
turn to “abnormal means,” the indictment 
of the person would “unquestionably have 
a worse effect” than the normal political 
process would ever have had. 

Should, Machiavelli goes on to write, 
people begin to be imprisoned (or exe- 
cuted) as the outcome of these “abnormal 
means,” then “evils will ensue which will 
arouse fear” and ultimately lead to defen- 
sive actions by the parties, and these par- 
tisan acts will “bring about the downfall of 
the republic.” Machiavelli very pointedly 
explains that the “opening was provided 
for these evils” by people “vested with 
public authority” using that power as if it 
were their “private authority.” 

When “public authority” is used as if it 
were “private authority,” then the end of 
liberty and the Constitution that protects 
it is near. Could a disinterested observer 
not see that public officials appeared to 
use their “public authority” in pursuit of 
their personal agendas during the so-called 
hush-money trial in New York City? And 
would anyone deny that the personaliza- 
tion and politicization of the judiciary has 
“aroused fear” in many Americans that the 
system is being manipulated and abused 
in a way so egregious that it could result 
in violence — violence that could destroy 
our Republic? 

Machiavelli speaks of the “audacity 
and animosity” of those who resort to 
unconstitutional methods of punishing 
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political rivals. He points out how these 
partisans will not recognize the rule of 
law, and that they will “use all other 
means of suppressing him [the target of 
the persecution] and will eventually take 
up arms” if necessary to eliminate him 
and those who support him. We can’t say 
we weren’t warned. 

This “audacity and animosity” could 
foreseeably culminate in constant assaults 
on the lives, liberty, and property of any- 
one and everyone who opposes the Deep 
State and its many agents and advocates. 

In his Discourses on Livy, Machiavelli 
goes on to point out that if the enemies 
of the formerly politically powerful per- 
son were content to rely on constitutional 
methods of holding him accountable for 
those acts they believe warrant some sort 
of punishment, then not only would they 
have brought an end to his power and the 
threat they claim he posed to the country, 
but they would have accomplished this 
“without harm to anyone but himself.” 

But, Machiavelli says, since they 
achieved their purpose “by unconstitu- 
tional methods,” “harm resulted not only 
to him, but to many other noble citizens.” 

Ultimately, Machiavelli writes, the po- 
liticization of the judiciary is used “as an 
outlet for the malignant humors of a party 
of men, the appetite of which occasioned 
the trouble.” These powerful and malignant 
men, Machiavelli explains, are “so fraught 
with envy that they cannot remain tranquil 
while [their enemy] enjoys such glory.” 

These envious people will, Machiavelli 
writes, create “false stories of corruption, 
venality, and greed” to “sow discord that 
will have the considerable effect of rais- 
ing numerous tumults in the cities.” These 
tumults, Machiavelli warns, will “please 
them” — the Deep State — and will offer 
them the excuses they need to justify their 
unjust persecution of a man they loathe and 
whose popularity they envy. 

Envy. Envy, as the situation is set forth 
by Machiavelli, is the engine that drives 
the destruction of the republic. A claque of 
very powerful men is envious of the popu- 
larity of another powerful man, and rather 
than relying on the Constitutional means 
of impeachment to remove him from 
power, they turn to “abnormal means” as 
a way of accomplishing by rule of men 
what they could not accomplish by rule 
of law. 
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Self-defense Shootings 


on the Rise in L.A. 


The Fox affiliate in Los Angeles reported 
on July 9 about a brazen midday home 
invasion in North Hollywood. The in- 
cident occurred a little after 3:00 p.m., 
when police say two men attempted to 
force their way into a home. There was 
only one male resident home at the time 
of the attempted break-in, but he was 
armed with a handgun and confronted the 
trespassers. The criminals tried assaulting 
the homeowner with pepper spray, but 
the man, in fear for his life, opened fire 
on the burglars. One of the suspects was 
hit multiple times and collapsed at the 
scene, where he was later identified by 
Los Angeles Police Department investi- 
gators as 35-year-old Chucks Chukwudi. 
The wounded Chukwudi was taken to a 
nearby medical facility for treatment and 
is expected to survive. 

The investigation is ongoing, but po- 
lice say Chukwudi has a lengthy crimi- 
nal record that includes past charges for 
burglary, robbery, and firearm possession. 
Authorities also said evidence indicates 
that Chukwudi and his accomplices were 
behind other burglaries in the area. 

The homeowner told responding of- 
ficers that he might have shot the other 
suspect, but police were unable to track 
the fleeing suspect’s trail, and they have 
not located him or the getaway driver 
they believe was waiting just outside 
the house. 

Neighbors interviewed by Fox11 were 
shocked that such an incident would occur 
in the middle of the day, but Captain 
Kelly Muniz of the LAPD told the press 
that crime has been steadily rising in the 
neighborhood. 

As evidence of the surge in criminal 
activity in Los Angeles, Fox11 added that 
that there has been a series of recent self- 
defense shootings in Los Angeles. Frum- 
News.com reported on June 30 about a 
self-defense shooting that occurred out- 
side a kosher bakery in North Hollywood. 
Police investigators say a 52-year-old 
homeless man began attacking the owner 
of the bakery and his son, and the owner 
shot the suspect in self-defense. Frum- 
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News reported that the homeless man died 
at the scene of the crime, and that the bak- 
ery owner is cooperating with the police 
investigation. Law enforcement believes 
the shooting is justified. 

NBC Los Angeles reported July 9 
about a robber who was shot by one of his 
intended victims in a similar self-defense 
shooting in the city. As of this writing, 
the Glendale Police Department was still 
conducting their investigation into what 
occurred, but they said a responding offi- 
cer found a man dead of a gunshot wound 
in the middle of the street. Based on wit- 
ness accounts and other evidence, they 
believe that the deceased suspect was 
armed and attempting to rob two people 
sitting in an SUV when the driver of the 
SUV pulled out his own gun and opened 
fire. “It’s a bit of a bizarre situation. You 
typically don’t see that happening,” Ser- 
geant Vahe Abramyan, spokesman for the 
Glendale Police Department, told NBC. 

Abramyan said that even though the 
shooter and his passenger drove off after 
the shooting, police are so far viewing 
their actions as lawful and do not believe 
they will face any criminal charges for 
their actions. “Everything’s possible, but 
at this point, it appears that they are vic- 
tims,” he said. 

Abramyan explained that evidence 
indicates that the actions of the shooter 
were justified under applicable law, add- 
ing, “If somebody finds themselves in 
a situation where their life is in danger 
or someone else’s life is in danger, I as 
a, you know, community member, as a 
citizen, would do whatever I could to 
protect myself and anybody else.... You 
are responsible ultimately for the actions 
that you commit, but if it’s a life-or-death 
situation, that’s going to be a judgment 
call on that person.” 

Neighbor Terri Robertson told NBC 
that she witnessed the shooting. “I saw 
the EMT do the chest compressions — 
like, furiously — had no idea what was 
going on, and then a minute later, they’re 
covering him with a sheet” she said. She 
added that even though the events were 
shocking, she was not surprised due to 
the sharp rise in crime in the area, and 
that she also supported the victim’s ac- 
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tions. “I would say they have to, I would 
say they have to, because crime is get- 
ting really crazy everywhere,” Robert- 
son said. 

Russell Stuart, the owner of Beverly 
Hills Guns, told Fox11 that he’s seeing 
increased traffic from customers who are 
responding to the spike in crime by arm- 
ing themselves. He explained, “We had a 
woman who came in today that wanted to 
buy a pistol because her apartment build- 
ing was just broken in to, and she was ter- 
rified so she wanted to own a gun.... We’re 
seeing new people every single day. We’re 
seeing people that own several firearms 
come in every single day. Personal pro- 
tection is the number-one topic, and un- 
fortunately they do not have the trust in 
law enforcement or the [district attorney] 
to keep bad guys away so they’re going to 
guns for their own personal safety.” Fox11 
concluded their report by noting burglaries 
are up 20 percent. 


Pokemon Game 
Interrupted by Robber 


Fox59.com reported on July 11 about a 
wild incident in Anderson, Indiana, where 
a man playing a Pokemon game on his 
smartphone was violently assaulted by a 
homeless man. Madison County Prosecu- 
tor Rodney Cummings explained to the 
media that the victim was deeply engrossed 
in his game when “he was approached by a 
homeless person who punched him in the 
face and stole his cell phone.” The attacker 
then made violent threats, and the would- 
be victim pulled out a gun and fired at the 
man in self-defense. 

Prosecutor Cummings explained how 
the man’s actions appear to be justified 
under state law. “Everything that’s been 
presented to me it looks like a very strong 
self-defense case.... You can use deadly 
force to defend yourself or your property 
if you have reason to believe you could be 
injured or killed.... [mean this is one where 
someone defended himself and it could 
have been worse had he not had a gun, but 
gun violence is really over the top in the 
community and this town,” he said. 

— Patrick Krey 
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Portholes 
Into the Past 


by William P. Hoar 


A History of the World in Twelve Ship- 
wrecks, by David Gibbins, New York, 
St. Martin’s Press, 2024, 304 pages, 
hardcover. 


re you ready to explore times 
A gone by? If so, it certainly helps 
to have a top marine archae- 
ologist as a guide. The expression about 
doing a “deep dive” has become a com- 
mon one when referring to an in-depth 
examination, but here we literally get to 
dive deeply into oceans around the globe 
and cover thousands of years of history. 
A History of the World in Twelve Ship- 
wrecks is, aS author David Gibbins ex- 
plains, much more than an account of a 
dozen ships or 12 wrecks: It is a history 
of the world in which these shipwrecks 
“provide a springboard for looking into 
the wider historical context.” Your pilot 
has gotten more than a little wet behind 
the ears during his career — that started 
when he qualified as a diver in Canada at 
age 15. He has excavated or dived on more 
than half of the sites cited. 
Landlubbers need not worry that this 
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volume leans on a field too specialized to 
be comprehended. Fear not the “bends” 
(which can come from breathing nitrogen 
under pressure). While there are certainly 
details that will absorb scuba aficionados 
or occasional snorkelers, you don’t even 
need to be a novice on his first voyage to 
appreciate the trip. 

The author maps out the journey (argu- 
ably with a few too many peripheral side 
trips) and delivers his passengers. Much 
of this book, as he acknowledges, is about 


people. The shipwrecks provide “access 
to individuals, and that allows us most 
clearly to empathise with the past.” (The 
English and spelling employed is British- 
style; the book was first published in Great 
Britain by Weidenfeld & Nicolson.) Here 
are a few of the people on board: 


a merchant from the time of Tu- 
tankhamun, an eye surgeon traveling 
to Rome in the second century A.D., 
a Persian sea captain seeking gold 
in the South China Sea, an archer at 
the time of King Henry VUI, one of 
the greatest painters of all time lad- 
ing his precious works on a ship in 
the harbour of Amsterdam, a doomed 
Polar explorer [and] the survivor of a 
torpedoed ship in the North Atlantic. 


Helping to add excitement are the “arte- 
facts” that bring their own stories. 


Maritime Trade 

Affected by Naval Battles 

Who’s the captain of this trip? It might 
be, well, a bit (facetiously) rude to say 
his life is in ruins — but he has spent his 
professional life in underwater archae- 
ology. He has a Ph.D. from Cambridge 
University and has taught archaeology in 
Britain and abroad. Gibbins is considered 
a world authority on ancient shipwrecks 
and sunken cities. As a fillip, his engross- 
ing narration moves. 
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Then there is the novel aspect of Gib- 
bins’ writing. The main fictional character 
in his Jack Howard series (with 10 titles 
to date) is also a Cambridge guy who is a 
marine archeologist. Gibbins’ novels have 
sold more than two million copies in 30 
languages. To his credit, the author in the 
Jack Howard books makes it clear what is 
fiction and what is not. 

One bone that this reviewer has to pick 
with A History of the World in Twelve 
Shipwrecks is more properly directed 
at the publisher. Though there is a very 
good full-color photo section in this 
book, some maps — considering the out- 
of-the-ordinary locations — would have 
been a big plus. That said, the author’s 
website — davidgibbins.com — is excel- 
lent, providing sources, many maps, and 
lots of related photographs and records. A 
piece of advice: While browsing the print 
volume, keep that website accessible to 
get a fuller impact. 

With space limitations, we need to 
cherry-pick some episodes in the book. 
Early in his career, Gibbins was invited to 
help excavate a wreck dating to the clas- 
sical Greek period off the Aegean coast of 
Turkey. Nearby was Tektas, a rocky head- 
land. The 208 amphoras and other items 
recovered from that wreck get plenty of 
coverage in a chapter about the wine trade, 
but here’s a part that fills in on the histori- 
cal side: 


The peace that allowed the Tektas 
ship to sail unhindered in the Ae- 
gean and maritime trade to flour- 
ish would not have been possible 
without the naval victory against 
the Persians at Salamis in 480 BC. 
In September of that year a Persian 
army under Xerxes invaded At- 
tica, sacking Athens and destroying 
temples on the Acropolis, but only 
a few days later the Athenian fleet 
met and defeated the Persians off 
the small island of Salamis 2 kilo- 
metres from the port of Piraeus. 


The close-up copy tells us, for in- 
stance, that the findings also included 
two-handled cups, painted table am- 
phoras, and dish-shaped oil lamps. 
Pulling back the focus, we see the 
importance of swift Greek galleys 
called triremes. (Gibbins does not, 
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as Herodotus did, note the key aspect of 
maneuvering in a narrow channel, as the 
Greeks “maintained an almost perfect line 
of battle.””) 

Then, looking at the even bigger pic- 
ture, the author makes a first-rate assess- 
ment, comparing the triremes with the 
Spitfires in the Battle of Britain in 1940 — 
as both took the war “to the enemy while 
their mother-city burnt, and both attained 
near mythic status afterwards as symbols 
of strength and endurance in the face of 
seemingly overwhelming odds.” 


Lost Masterpieces 

Though these are well worth examining, 
here we’ll jump ahead past, among others, 
a shipwreck from the height of the Roman 
Empire in the second century A.D.; Tang 
China, the land of gold and Abbasid Islam 
in the ninth century A.D.; Viking seafar- 
ing in the 11th century; and the Mary Rose 
(sunk in 1545), the flagship of King Henry 
VII that lasted through the entire succes- 
sion of the king’s six wives. 

In chapter nine, we get to don scuba 
gear and go down (figuratively) to ex- 
amine what has been called the Mullion 
Pin Wreck — the Santo Cristo di Castello 
that was wrecked in 1667 off Cornwall, 
on the southwestern tip of England. The 
shipwreck was discovered in 1969. 

Gibbins initially saw that wreck, near 


David 
Gibbins 


the Lizard Point peninsula, in 2018. The 
author’s prose brings us back to the histor- 
ic period involved, when Amsterdam was 
home to the Dutch East India Company, 
the huge trading organization; the ship it- 
self was built in Amsterdam for Genoese 
traders. When the author first encountered 
the shipwreck, he saw what had attracted 
his eye earlier — a “golden sparkle” sur- 
rounding cannons in the sand; these were 
the brass “clothing pins” that gave the ship 
its nickname. Readers are also reminded 
that pin manufacturing has its own place 
in economic theory, with the author citing 
Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations. 

During that period (1660s), there was 
considerable pin manufacturing taking 
place in northern France, where pin mak- 
ers would use “brass wire manufactured 
in Holland” and supplied by Dutch mer- 
chants, “who would then purchase and 
export them.” Division of labor was il- 
lustrated by Smith, who is quoted noting 
that one man “draws out the wire, another 
straightens it, a third cuts it, a fourth points 
it, a fifth grinds it at the top for receiving 
the head; to make the head requires two or 
three distinct operations.” 

Earlier in that chapter we view team- 
work in action while Gibbins, his daugh- 
ter, and a diving companion find and re- 
cord artefacts at the wreck. Whether Adam 
Smith would be delighted about the next 
bureaucratic step is debatable. “We re- 
ported,” recalls the author, “the finds 
we had recovered to the Receiver 
of Wreck — the office of medieval 
origin to which all wreck finds made 
in British waters must be declared.” 
Nevertheless, paperwork does have 
its uses, as Gibbins discovered what 
was in the cargo manifest. In this case, 
what was not found in the wreck cer- 
tainly draws your attention. 

Dutch art in the 17th century, we 
are reminded, was fueled by maritime 
trade. Unearthed correspondence 
about the ship, captained by one 
Giovanni Viviano, reveals why the 
ship had been held up in Amsterdam. 
There were multiple reasons, appar- 
ently, including the ship’s seaworthi- 
ness and illness of Viviano, but related 
letters reveal “that the biggest factor 
was the time needed by Rembrandt 
to complete the commission.” (I will 
now try to resist — brush off — mak- 
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Remains of the Mary-Rose— 
on display in Pertsmouth, U.K. 


ing a crack about still-life art, which many 
people don’t find moving.) 

Thinking back on the paintings, appar- 
ently lost modelli, the author mulls about 
the fact that they once existed at the wreck 
site “however fleetingly, before being de- 
stroyed by the elements.” This means, 
says Gibbins, “that every artefact seems 
touched by their presence, making this 
one of the most beguiling shipwrecks that 
I have ever investigated.” 


Gold, Piracy, and Slavery 

The stage shifts for the next chapter, 
though the wreck of the Royal Anne Gal- 
ley in 1721 also took place off the end of 
Lizard Point. Gibbins says his first dive on 
that shipwreck was “one of his most chal- 
lenging” because the rocks and reefs that 
make it dangerous for ships also threaten 
divers. 

You might have to take a deep breath 
over the precarious efforts before Gib- 
bins finally finds himself atop the wreck 
next to, as it happens, a rusty cannonball. 
(This reviewer did a bit of helmet div- 
ing on the ocean floor in Bermuda a few 
years back, but that’s not even remotely 
comparable to the wild currents, gul- 
lies, and fissures off Man O’War rock 
described by Gibbins.) That April 2021 
Lizard Point dive, he writes, “marked the 
beginning of archeological investigations 
under my direction that have [been] car- 
ried out ever since.” 

There were only three survivors of the 
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1721 wreck. The larger story is how such 
Royal Navy ships fitted into the suppres- 
sion of piracy and the growth of the trade 
of African slaves to the Americas. Jewelry, 
watches, and coins (especially Portuguese 
gold “moidores,” pictured in the book) are 
among the reasons that this wreck is con- 
sidered one of the richest excavated in the 
area. (Gibbins even digs up contemporary 
literary allusions, recalling references to 
Portuguese gold in Daniel Defoe’s Rob- 
inson Crusoe and Jonathan Swift’s Gulli- 
ver’s Travels.) 

The galley-frigate in question was de- 
signed to chase the Barbary Pirates of 
North Africa. On her final trip, the Royal 
Anne Galley was under orders “to take the 
new governor out to Barbados and then to 
chase down another kind of pirate — in- 
cluding the most notorious still at large, 
‘Black Bart,’ Bartholomew Roberts.” 

Reinforced with statistics, the author 
points out what the Royal Navy’s efforts 
accomplished both before and after the 
abolition of the slave trade in 1807. It was 
the efforts of the Royal Anne Galley and 
her sister ships off West Africa in 1720- 
1722 and in the Caribbean that “brought 
the ‘Golden Era’ of piracy to an end.” At 
the same time, that meant the number of 
slaves (rendered as “enslaved persons”) 
from West Africa jumped considerably. 
In other words, by “ending the threat of 
piracy,” that “also cleared the way for 
the slave trade to flourish without hin- 
drance.” Yet, over time, the Royal Navy’s 
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role “changed from protecting the slave 
trade to suppressing it.” Between 1807 
and 1861, the “West Africa Squadron” 
seized more than “1,500 slave ships,” 
freeing “some 150,000 slaves.” While 
these points are not a major part of the 
book, it’s refreshing to see even an at- 
tempt to present a balanced account of 
that brutal era. 

These are just snapshots of what the 
author calls portholes into the past. 
There are plenty of other time capsules 
to excavate. These include the Viking 
warship of King Cnut the Great. We 
also get to sail with the Vikings travel- 
ing “down the rivers of central Europe 
to trade with Byzantium and the Arab 
world.” 

Then there’s the ghastly saga of Cap- 
tain John Franklin’s ill-fated HMS Ter- 
ror looking for the Northwest Passage in 
the Canadian Arctic (if ghastly is suffi- 
cient to cover, among other things, star- 
vation, hypothermia, tuberculosis, can- 
nibalism, lead poisoning, and scurvy). 
Recent footage taken by a remotely op- 
erated vehicle provides very close looks 
of the wreck. 

Finally, we review a British-flagged 
merchant ship, whose cargo included 17 
tons of silver, that was destroyed by a Nazi 
U-boat. (The ship was one of 3,500 such 
lost during WWII, just counting those that 
were British-flagged). We watch the rem- 
nants of the crew of the torpedoed ship, 
in an open boat, 300 miles from land, 
struggling for survival. Three seemed to 
have reached shore, but two of them were 
lost just at the apparent end of their or- 
deal. The sole survivor, the ship’s second 
mate, was honored with an MBE (Member 
of the Order of the British Empire). His 
recuperation lasted nine months; he then 
returned to sea. 

No, our earlier flippant language not- 
withstanding, Mr. Gibbins’ endeavor is 
not in ruins. Wrecks, as he tells us, are 
“catastrophic events” by implication, 
but the “voyages themselves can seem 
life-affirming — full of rich experi- 
ences, with ever-present danger and the 
prize always just beyond the horizon, 
drawing us on.” This work may have 
a small hole here or there, or need the 
scraping of a barnacle or two, but it is 
like a model ship — one that is decid- 
edly seaworthy. 
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Attacked: 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


n November 22, 1963, 
President John F. Ken- 
nedy was shot multiple 


times and killed as he, his wife, 
and other dignitaries made their 
way through Dallas in a con- 
vertible. In the hours thereafter, 
many politicians and major seg- 
ments of the media began to say 
that “Birchers,” as in members 
of The John Birch Society, were 
to blame. Later, overwhelming 
evidence proved this to be false. 

However, leftist extremists vandalized the JBS headquarters in 
Belmont, Massachusetts. Carloads of young people were continu- 
ously driving around the JBS buildings and eventually threw a 
rock through the window, not far from where JBS founder Robert 
Welch was working. In Phoenix, some miscreant fired several bul- 
lets into a JBS office; the bullets lodged in the reception desk and 
back wall. 

What had caused the eye of suspicion to turn to “Birchers” 
when President Kennedy was killed? In short, it was a propaganda 
campaign — ordered by communists — that had been sweeping 
the country since 1961. The smear campaign continued for many 
years, until it stopped, seemingly, overnight. It was probably be- 
cause all of the negative publicity had led to a large growth in 
membership for the Society. 

On July 13, 2024, a would-be assassin’s bullets stung Presi- 
dent Trump, took the life of one of his supporters, and critically 
injured two others. While we do not know all the details, enough 
facts had come out as of this writing to suggest much more 
than incompetence. For instance, how does law enforcement do 
nothing after being told 30 minutes prior to the first shots that 
an armed person was lying on the roof of a building that had a 
clear line of sight to Trump? It was either gross incompetence, 
or it was planned that way. 

Hours after the heinous act, some in the mainstream media tried 
to make it appear that Trump and his supporters were somehow in 
the wrong, that they had helped to contribute to the violence with 
their rhetoric. A tone-deaf CNN anchor criticized Trump for say- 
ing, “Fight, fight, fight,” as he was fist-pumping to let the crowd 
know he was OK after being wounded. It was the “fist pump seen 
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round the world,” and the crowd 
was elated. The anchor suggested 
Trump’s rhetoric should have been 
toned down. The New York Times 
published an op-ed the next morn- 
ing with the full-page headline, 
“He failed the tests of leadership 
and betrayed America. Voters 
must reject him in November.” 
We doubt they would have been 
so callous if this had happened to 
President Biden. 

Let’s compare this aftermath 
with what JBS went through 
in 1963. In the hours and days 
after President Trump was shot, 
how many news reports did we see of shots being fired into 
the offices of political opponents? How many buildings were 
vandalized by carloads of people? And, drawing upon recent 
memory, how many cities did you see looted and burned to the 
ground? None, which demonstrates the great restraint of the 
majority of law-abiding Americans. Yet, Big Media is treating 
President Trump and his supporters just as it treated Welch and 
The John Birch Society many years ago, equating them with 
Nazis and fascists. 

Thank God that President Trump survived and the vast major- 
ity of the people at the rally were spared. However, decades ago 
the communists did manage to take out one of the most brilliant 
leaders of The John Birch Society. An assassin’s bullet didn’t find 
him, nor was his car blown up. Rather, the Boeing 747 he was 
aboard, along with 268 others, was shot down. That was Septem- 
ber 1, 1983, and the leader was Congressman Larry McDonald, a 
Democrat from Georgia. 

President Trump was nearly taken out due to his potential. His 
first term cost the globalists and internationalists dearly. This lat- 
est attempt on his life must impress upon him the depths to which 
these people will stoop. 

We at The John Birch Society are prayerfully thankful Donald 
Trump is OK. As it now stands, the presidential election is the 
Republicans’ to lose. 

Organized grassroots action based on education lOoRe-4 0) 
is the only way to win against those who want to 
see the American experiment of self-governance fail. 
This is what The John Birch Society offers. Join us fa] 
today at JBS.org. Hi 


Jps 
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